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A NATO AWACS plane takes off from the NATO air base in Geilenkirchen, Germany, on March 12. NATO had dispatched the reconnaissance planes
to fly over Poland and Romania to monitor the Crimea crisis and possible Russian troop movements.
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“We are currently
facing a ticking bomb of
contagious illnesses, a
ticking bomb of hunger
and a ticking bomb of
people.”
— Ahmad Fliti, deputy mayor of
Arsal, Lebanon, where fighting
in neighboring Syria has led to a

roadblock affecting Syrian refugees
as well as Lebanese residents
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TOP CLICKS

ON STRIPES.COM

The most popular stories
on our website:

1. Air Force sacks two commanders
in Europe

2. Army general pleads guilty in sex
case, says ‘| failed her’ as leader

3. USS Germantown captain relieved
of duty

4. Inconsistent policies overseas
causing confusion, hardship for same-
sex couples

5. Japan tax hike to affect
servicemember spending

COMING

SOON

Entertainment

Aaron Paul
in “Need for
Speed”

TODAY

IN STRIPES

American Roundup
Business .
Classified
Comics..
Crossword ..

MILITARY

HHS OKs pot purchase for research

By MATTHEW PERRONE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government
has signed off on a long-delayed study look-
ing at marijuana as a treatment for military
veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder,
a development that drug researchers are hail-
ing as a major shift in U.S. policy.

The Department of Health and Human
Services’ decision surprised marijuana ad-
vocates who have struggled for decades to
secure federal approval for research into the
drug’s medical uses.

The proposal from the University of Arizo-
na was long ago cleared by the Food and Drug
Administration, but researchers had been un-
able to purchase marijuana from the National
Institute on Drug Abuse. The agency’s Mis-
sissippi research farm is the only federally-
sanctioned source of the drug.

In a letter last week, HHS cleared the pur-
chase of medical marijuana by the studies’
chief financial backer, the Multidisciplinary
Association for Psychedelic Studies, which
supports medical research and legalization of
marijuana and other drugs.

Marijuana is grown in Seattle in April 2013.
The Department of Health and Human
Services is backing the purchase of medical
marijuana for a study on treating some
veterans for PTSD with the drug.

“MAPS has been working for over 22 years
to start marijuana drug development re-
search, and this is the first time we’ve been
granted permission to purchase marijuana
from NIDA,” the Boston-based group said in a
statement. The federal government has never
before approved medical research involving

smoked or vaporized marijuana, according to
MAPS.

While more than 1 million Americans take
medical marijuana — usually for chronic pain
— rigorous medical research into the drug’s
effects has been limited, in part due to federal
restrictions. Marijuana remains a Schedule
I substance under the federal government’s
Controlled Substance Act. That means the
drug is considered a high-risk for abuse with
no accepted medical applications.

In the past NIDA has focused its research
on the risks of drug abuse and addiction, turn-
ing away researchers interested in studying
the potential benefits of illegal substances.

Even with the latest green light from the
Health and Human Services department,
MAPS and University of Arizona Profes-
sor Suzanne Sisley must still get approval
from the Drug Enforcement Administration,
though they expect that clearance to come
more quickly.

Physicians have long speculated that mari-
juana could be used to calm parts of the brain
linked to overstimulation and anxiety, though
little formal research has been conducted.

AF works to fine-tune reductions in personnel

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The Air
Force’s current round of unprecedented vol-
untary and involuntary personnel cuts won’t
be the last, but airmen who survive the scru-
tiny of retention boards this year won’t be up
again for compulsory separation next year,
officials say.

Those airmen not wanting to take their
chances still have the opportunity to opt out
by choice this year if eligible. The Air Force
announced Saturday that it would resume
processing most voluntary applications for
separation and early retirement. The move
follows a brief pause the service took earlier
this month to review the program.

The Air Force has said it needs to cut 25,000
airmen over the next five years as part of an
effort to balance deep military spending cuts
against readiness.

‘While the service says it remains commit-
ted to using voluntary measures first to reduce
the force to targeted end-strength numbers,
retention boards are still planned for later this
year and will likely need to be held again next
year, according to the Air Force.

“One item assessed during the pause was
the pace of the programs and whether or not
the Air Force could achieve required reduc-
tions on the original schedule,” Saturday’s an-
said. “The analysls revealed the

need to include a second round of programs

in 2015.”

But the Air Force wants to ensure that
well-performing airmen are not subject to
multiple involuntary programs, Lt. Gen. Sam
Cox, the Air Force deputy chief of staff for
manpower, personnel and services, in the
announcement.

“Airmen who were eligible for programs
during the first round in 2014 will not be eli-
gible for the retention boards in 2015, unless
they have specific negative quality force indi-
cators,” Cox said. Those can include anything
from an Article 15 or failed physical fitness
test to a “driving while under the influence”
charge.

It appears the bulk of cuts will need to come
this year and next. The Air Force needs to
slash nearly 17,000 personnel to meet the fis-
cal 2015 active-duty end strength of 310,900,
down from this year’s end strength of 327,600,
Rose Richeson, an Air Force spokeswoman at
the Pentagon, said in an email.

To that end, the Air Force has introduced
more than a dozen voluntary and involuntary
separation programs this year for both enlist-
ed members and officers. The programs are
designed to rid the force of low performers
and offer eligible members options for early
retirement and waivers for remaining service
commitments, according to the Air Force.

“The Air Force is using every available
force management tool and doing everything
we can to reduce the force,” Richeson said

in the email. “We are maximizing voluntary
programs, to include offering monetary sepa-
ration incentives; however, it is likely that we
will need to use involuntary programs to meet
projected manpower requirements.”

The service has so far this year received
slightly more than 10,000 applications for vol-
untary separation, a number that “continues to
change daily,” Richeson said. Of those, almost
half are ineligible for voluntary separation for
reasons that include not having enough years
of service to qualify for early retirement, she
said.

The brief halt in processing voluntary sepa-
ration applications earlier this month did not
change application timelines or scheduled
board dates, Richeson said. Air Force offi-
cials stopped the process to consider how best
to approve certain applications that require
additional waivers.

“For the first time, our force-management
programs include categories of officers who
have not been eligible in the past, mainly
some rated and some medical specialties,”
she said.

To ensure the service can offer volunteer
separation to these airmen, it is pursuing addi-
tional authority to waive undergraduate pilot
training, professional school commitments
and other requirements that would generally
exempt certain airmen from separation eligi-
bility, she said.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
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Afghan envoy
certain pact
with US to be
signed soon

By EpitH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — Af-
ghanistan’s U.N. ambassador said
Monday heis “certain” the govern-
ment will soon sign an agreement
with the United States that would
allow some U.S. troops to remain
behind after the final withdrawal
of American soldiers at the end of
the year.

Zahir Tanin’s statement to the
U.N. Security Council was sharp-
ly at odds with Afghan President
Hamid Karzai’s final address to
parliament on Saturday ahead of
April 5 presidential elections.

Karzai reiterated he would not
sign the agreement and said U.S.
soldiers could leave on schedule
because his military, which al-
ready protects 93 percent of the
country, was ready to take over
entirely.

Tanin said the Afghan people
demonstrated at a Loya Jirga, or
grand council, in November that
they “believe in the importance of
continuing strategic relations with
the United States, NATO and the
wider international community.”

“To this end, we are certain the
bilateral security agreement with
the United States will be signed
soon,” Tanin said.

The U.S. force would train and
mentor Afghan troops, and some
U.S. Special Forces would also be
left behind to hunt down al-Qaida.

All 10 candidates seeking the
presidency have said they would
sign the security agreement.

Jan Kubis, the top U.N. envoy in
Afghanistan, told the council the
election will mark the first demo-
cratic transfer of power in Afghan-
istan’s history and he urged all
citizens to vote and not let “spoil-
ers and terrorists deprive you of
your choice, of your future.”

Even though security incidents
have increased in Afghanistan, he
said election-related violence is
lower than in 2009 or 2010 but is
on the rise.

Kubis said he is “gravely dis-
turbed” at the Taliban’s recent
declaration that it will seek to dis-
rupt the election process by “un-
leashing a campaign of terror.”

He said a breakthrough in di-
rect talks between the Afghan
government and Taliban “re-
mains elusive so far despite some
interesting recent initiatives by
the High Peace Council,” which
he did not disclose.

Kubis called for continued pa-
tient efforts to build “an environ-
ment conducive to more formal
efforts later, where the United
Nations should, and would, have a
more prominent role.”

Tanin and Kubis spoke just be-
fore the Security Council voted
unanimously to extend the U.N.
political mission in Afghanistan
until March 17, 2015.

Speaking after the vote, U.S.
Deputy Ambassador Rosemary
DiCarlo did not comment on the
unsigned agreement with Afghan-
istan but she said “serious security
threats remain in Afghanistan.”

AP photos

Afghan police and civilians inspect the site of a suicide attack in Maymana, the capital of Faryab
esday.

province, on Tu

uicide bomber kills at
least 15 in Afghanistan

By Ranmv Faiez
The Associated Press

KABUL — A suicide bomber
riding a rickshaw blew himself up
outside a checkpoint near a market
in northern Afghanistan on Tues-
day, killing at least 15 civilians,
officials said, in the latest attack
in the countdown to next month’s
presidential elections.

Nobody immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack in the
capital of Faryab province, but it
happened in an area where the
Taliban and allied militant groups
are active. The Taliban have
threatened a campaign of violence
to disrupt the April 5 vote, which
will choose a new president to lead
the country as foreign troops pre-
pare to end their combat mission
by the end of the year.

The attacker was approaching a
checkpoint where cars were being
searched on a road leading to the
governor’s compound in Mayma-
na, the Faryab provincial capital,
when he detonated explosives hid-
den in the rickshaw, the officials
said.

Most of the victims were ven-
dors peddling fresh bread and
shoppers at the busy roadside
market area.

Deputy Gov. Abdul Satar Barez
said 15 people were killed and
46 people were wounded — 27 of
them seriously — in the explosion
that struck some 200 yards away
from the governor’s compound.

‘Women, children and employees
of the nearby electricity depart-
ment were among the casualties,
Barez said but he couldn’t provide
an immediate breakdown.

“They killed innocent people
in a place where locals were just
trying to earn 10 Afghanis (about

Afghan women line up at a school in Kabul to have |he|r picture

taken to register for the

[}l

‘Most of the casualties were either selling

bread or buying it.”

Abdul Satar Barez

deputy governor of Maymana, Afghanistan

20 cents) to buy a piece of bread.
Most of the casualties were either
selling bread or buying it,” he
said.

The Taliban have staged nu-
merous attacks in Faryab, which
lies far from their traditional
strongholds in southern and east-
ern Afghanistan. In October 2012,
a suicide bomber struck a mosque
packed with senior regional of-
ficials in Maymana, killing 41
people.

Afghan civilians are frequently
caught up in the violence as in-
surgents battle Afghan and in-
ternational troops in an effort to
undermine the Western-backed
government. The United Nations

said 2,959 civilians were Killed
and 5,656 were wounded last year,
a 14 percent increase from the
previous year.

The Taliban deny that they tar-
get civilians, but the U.N. report
blamed 74 percent of all civilian
casualties last year on insurgents.

The winner of the April S vote
will replace President Hamid Kar-
zai, who is barred by the constitu-
tion from seeking a third term.

On Tuesday, Karzai nominated
Mohammad Yunus Qanooni, a
well-known ethnic Tajik politician,
as his new first vice president. If
approved by parliament, Qanooni
will replace Mohammed Qasim
Fahim, who died on March 9.

Pakistan

\ may take
US military
equipment

By Tim CralG
The Washington Post

ISLAMABAD — The US.
military may have another option
for disposing of $7 billion worth
of armored vehicles and other
equipment it’s struggling to get
rid of now that the Afghan War is
ending.

Some of it could be driven
across the border and handed
over to Pakistan, part of an effort
by the Pentagon to unload excess
military supplies to U.S. allies at
1o cost.

The discussions between Amer-
ican and Pakistani officials have
been going on for months and cen-
ter on leftover military hardware
that the United States does not
want to pay to ship or fly home.

Although no final decisions have
been made, Pakistan is particu-
larly interested in the U.S. Army’s
Mine Resistant Ambush Pro-
tected vehicles, which Pentagon

officials say

4 will  have
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!NI“ not take Pakistan’s
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it's free. We cxpected to

. . be battling
will take it Taliban in-
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P for years,
needit.” e MRAPS
senior Pakistani could help

military official Pakistani
forces slow
their high

causality rate of more than 20,000
dead or injured troops since 2001.

“We will not take it for the sake
of just taking it, and we will not
take it because it’s free,” said one
senior Pakistani military official,
who spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because he was not autho-
rized to discuss the negotiations.
“We will take it because we need

About 150,000 Pakistani sol-
diers are along the country’s bor-
der with Afghanistan, and U.S.
officials are counting on them to
help keep the pressure on militant
groups after 2014.

Pakistan’s troops remain vul-
nerable to roadside bombs and ex-
plosive devices, and their armored
vehicles can withstand far less
force than a U.S.-made MRAP, of-
ficials said.

The United States had been a
major weapons supplier to Paki-
stan for decades, but those sales
slowed dramatically after the U.S.
military raid that killed Osama
bin Laden in Pakistan in 2011.

Over the past year, the tension
has eased, and leaders in both
countries have stressed that they
need to work together to together
to try to ensure regional stability
after the U.S.-led coalition with-
draws from Afghanistan.
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DOD issues new rules after Navy Yard review

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department issued new
directives Tuesday to try to miti-
gate the “insider threat” to DOD
personnel and facilities, based on
the findings of three reviews of
last year’s Navy Yard shooting.

The reviews were initiated
after Aaron Alexis, a former
sailor and contractor with The
Experts Inc., shot and killed 12
people at the Washington Navy
Yard in Washington on Sept. 16.
Four others were wounded in the
attack, which lasted more than an
hour as Alexis roamed the halls
of Building 197 with a shotgun.
He was eventually shot and killed
by emergency responders.

At the time of the attack, Alexis
possessed a security clearance
and gained access to the facility
by presenting a valid access card.

He was authorized to perform
updates to classified computers
at the base.

In September, the Navy
launched an investigation into the
full range of security, contrac-
tor, personnel and other factors
related to the incident, including
a probe of Alexis’ history. Secre-
tary of Defense Chuck Hagel also
initiated a similar internal DOD
review of the incident as well as
an independent one led by former
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Paul Stockton and retired Adm.
Eric Olson. All three reviews
were completed in November,
and they included recommenda-
tions about steps the DOD and
the Navy should take to reduce
the likelihood of such attacks.

On Tuesday, Hagel ordered
the DOD to take the following
measures:

mImplement a continual evalu-
ation program of personnel with

access to the DOD’s facilities or
classified information, includ-
ing DOD contractors, military
and civilian personnel. Although
individuals with security clear-
ances undergo periodic reinves-
tigations, Hagel is directing the
establishment of automated re-
views of cleared personnel that
will continually pull information
from law enforcement and other
relevant databases to help trigger
an alert if derogatory information
becomes available, such as an ar-
rest of a person with a clearance.

MEstablish an inside-threat
management and analysis center
that can quickly analyze the re-
sults of these automated record
checks, help connect the dots and
determine whether follow-up ac-
tion is needed. It will also support
DOD components to ensure ap-
propriate action is taken on each
case.

mCentralize authority and ac-

countability for physical and per-
sonal security under a single staff
assistant within the Office of the
Undersecretary of Defense for
Intelligence.

W Accelerate the development
of the Defense Manpower Data
Center’s identity management
enterprise services architecture
to enable DOD security officers
to share access, control informa-
tion and continuously vet indi-
viduals against U.S. government
databases.

Hagel said the DOD will also
consider the following based on
recommendations made by Stock-
ton and Olson:

mReduce the number of per-
sonnel holding secret-level se-
curity clearances by at least 10
percent.

mReduce the DOD’s reliance
on background investigations
conducted by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management and under-
take a comprehensive analysis of

the potential benefits of return-
ing the clearance review process
to the DOD.

mDevelop more effective mea-
sures to screen recruits, further
destigmatize mental health treat-
ment and ensure the quality of
mental health care within the
DOD.

Hagel has directed Undersec-
retary of Defense for Intelligence
Michael Vickers to develop an
implementation plan based on
the recommendations of these
reviews and provide a progress
report in June.

“I think we all understand that
open and free societies are always
vulnerable,” Hagel told reporters
at the Pentagon. “But together,
we're going to do everything
possible to provide our people as
safe and secure a workplace as
possible.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Witness: Suggestive skit
mocked Sinclair, accuser

By JEFFREY COLLINS
The Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — A wit-
ness at the sentencing of an Army
general who admitted to having
inappropriate relationships with
three subordinates testified Tues-
day about a bawdy skit several
years ago intended to depict the
man and his primary accuser.

Lt. Col. Benjamin Bigelow said
the skit at a 2010 party in Ger-
many depicted suggestive acts
between soldiers dressed up to
be Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair and
the woman with whom he has ad-
mitted a three-year affair. The
woman had also accused him of
sexual assault, but those charges
were dropped in a plea deal.

Bigelow said the skit was per-
formed during a party at which
Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair was
being honored. It involved a sol-
dier dressed up as Sinclair and a
soldier dressed as a woman in a
brown wig to represent the cap-
tain who was his primary accus-
er, Bigelow testified.

The character in the wig
“moved in front of the Sinclair
character’s crotch and offered to
do something for him,” Bigelow
said. “There was absolutely no
question.”

Sinclair’s wife was at the party.
Bigelow said Sinclair’s wife was
“clearly shocked, ang ered and
di: > During cro: i
nation, Bigelow said the accuser
'was not at the party.

Sinclair has pleaded to several
lesser violations of military law
in the plea deal that was accepted
by a military judge on Monday.
Prosecutors finished their part
of the sentencing hearing before
lunch. Sinclair’s attorneys were
expected to start calling about
20 character witnesses Tuesday
afternoon.

Seeking a lenient sentence, his
lawyers will aim to downplay
the seriousness of the charges to
which he pleaded guilty and call
witnesses to discuss the character
of the former deputy commander
of the 82nd Airborne.

The captain who’s his primary
accuser took the stand Monday
and said she can’t trust anyone
and fears her superiors will take
advantage of her. The Associated
Press generally does not identify
those who say they were victims
of sexual assault.

Sinclair, 51, had been accused of
twice forcing the female captain
under his command to perform
oral sex during the three-year
extramarital affair. A lawyer
who advised the accuser issued
a statement Monday saying she
stood by the assault accusation.

The married general pleaded
guilty earlier this month to hav-
ing improper relationships with
three subordinate officers, in-
cluding the captain. He also
pleaded guilty to adultery, which
is a crime in the military.

The most serious accusations
went to trial, but the court-mar-
tial was halted after the military
judge found evidence that there
may have been improper influ-
ence in a decision to reject a pre-
vious plea deal. The new deal was
then struck, including Sinclair’s
admission that his treatment of
the captain was “unwarranted,
unjustified and unnecessary,”
broke military law and mentally
harmed her.

Sinclair also admitted Monday
to abusing a government credit
card he used while traveling to
visit his mistress, using indecent
language to demean female offi-
cers and contacting the accuser
after being told not to.

Ultimately, the judge will give
Sinclair a sentence that can’t

The FaverreviLe (N.C.) OSeRVeEr/AP

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair
shakes hands with his defense
attorney Ellen C. Brotman
outside the Fort Bragg, N.C.,
courthouse on Monday

exceed terms in the agreement
struck between defense lawyers
and military attorneys over the
weekend, but has not been made
public. The legal agreement is
likely to require a punishment far
less severe than the maximum
penalties of 21% years in prison
and dismissal from the Army.

The Army’s case against Sin-
clair started to crumble as ques-
tions arose about whether his
primary accuser had lied in a
pre-trial hearing.

It was further thrown into jeop-
ardy last week when Judge Col.
James Pohl said the military may
have improperly pressed ahead
with the trial to send a message
about its determination to curb
rape and other widespread mis-
conduct. Under the military code
of justice, the decision was sup-
posed to be decided solely on the
evidence, not its broader political
implications.

A different commander ac-
cepted the plea deal over the
weekend.

SIGAR: Dam project
may no longer be viable

By HeaTH DRUZIN
Stars and Stripes

A controversial dam project in
Afghanistan is now so over bud-
get that even by the estimates of
the U.S. government aid agency
that continues to fund it, the cost
has far surpassed its potential
benefits, the top U.S. watchdog in
Afghanistan said.

“This cost increase indicates
that the (project) may no longer
be economically viable,” Special
Inspector General for Afghani-
stan Reconstruction John Sopko
wrote in an inquiry letter to the
U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment requesting an expla-
nation of the causes and rationale
for what he says are major cost
increases in the project.

The top USAID official for
Afghanistan and Pakistan, Don-
ald L. Larry Sampler, said the
inspector general’s letter used
the wrong number for his initial
calculation and that the estimates
derived from that are also much
too high.

“The letter is rendered moot by
the fact that they used the wrong
number to begin with,” he said.

The project is the Kandahar
Helmand Power Program, de-
signed to spur economic growth
through increased electricity pro-
duction in Helmand and Kanda-
har provinces, the two deadliest
regions of Afghanistan for inter-
national troops over the course of
the 12-year war.

The project has become em-
blematic of all that has gone wrong
with the international reconstruc-
tion effort in Afghanistan.

USAID built the Kajaki Dam
in the 1950s, and subsequently
installed two turbines to generate
power, leaving an empty space for
a third unit. Work to improve the
dam started shortly after the U.S.
invasion of Afghanistan in 2001.

One aspect that has proven espe-
cially difficult is the installation
of the third turbine that would
greatly increase power produc-
tion to Kandahar, Afghanistan’s
second city and the spiritual
heartland of the Taliban.

The original estimated cost of
installing the turbine was just
under $17 million, with comple-
tion expected in 2005. But the
work is still unfinished even as
U.S. forces are pulling out of the
province as part of the withdraw-
al of coalition combat troops.

USAID has now pledged $75
million to install the third turbine
in the dam’s power station, which
will be run by Afghanistan’s na-
tional utility. With that sum, the
program costs have now ballooned
to $345 million, which is $32 mil-
lion more than what the aid agency
said could be spent before the pro-
gram became unviable, according
to SIGAR’s calculations.

Two contractors have already
failed to install the turbine amid
major fighting and insurgent at-
tacks, and a third has now been
hired to complete the work. The
latest contractor still will have
to negotiate violent conditions on
the ground and daunting logistics
challenges, especially as the U.S.
military presence has shrunk in
the area and the still fledgling Af-
ghan security forces have taken
over responsibility for protecting
the dam.

USAID officials say they plan
to push through, despite the
challenges.

If someone someday does man-
age to turn on the turbine, it could
be aboon to the people of Afghani-
stan’s south, especially Kandahar
City, the country’s second-largest
metropolis, which suffers chronic
electricity shortages.

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes
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Dowato R. WiTe Jr./Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sailors assigned to the guided-missile destroyer USS Bulkeley prepare to conduct a visit, board, search
and seizure exercise in the Gulf of Oman.

Navy in push to fill billets

By HENDRICK SIMOES
Stars and Stripes

U.S. Navy officials are deter-
mined to fill 7,000 vacant billets at
sea by giving detailers increased
authority to alter transfer dates.

It’s the latest of several policy
changes in recent years to push
sailors to go haze gray and under-
way. Two years ago, the Navy had
15,000 unfilled billets at sea, of-
ficials say.

The new policy, which was re-
leased Friday, authorizes detail-
ers to transfer enlisted sailors
six months before their projected
rotation date and as late as six
months after their PRD.

There are two main reasons
for the change: to give detailers
the flexibility to curtail shore as-
signments in order to fill sea duty
vacancies on time with qualified
personnel, and to hold sailors at
sea longer if a qualified replace-
ment can’t be found for their
billet.

“That’s where we need them
the most,” said Lt. Cmdr. Chris
Servello, a spokesman for the
chief of naval personnel. “That’s
where our Navy is going to be fo-
cused now and into the future.”

Servello stressed the impor-
tance of filling and preventmg
gaps from occurring in sea duty
billets. He said he expects the
change will affect about 2 percent
of transferring sailors. “We don’t
think we will have to do it very
often, but if we need to, we need
to make sure we have the author-
ity to make that happen,” he said.

The added flexibility to fill bil-
lets at sea may have unintended

consequences, such as increased
uncertainty for sailors who may
get short notice they are trans-
ferring early or staying at sea
longer.

“We absolutely are conscious
of the stress this can cause sail-
ors and families,” Servello said.
He urged sailors to keep in close
touch with their career counsel-
ors to mitigate that uncertainty.

Chief Petty Officer Mario
Maytorena, the command career
counselor at the U.S. Navy base
in Bahrain, foresees concern by
sailors about going to shore-duty
assignments without knowing
if they will complete a full tour.
Maytorena describes various
scenarios in which sailors on
shore duty may or may not be
affected, depending on a sailor’s
tour length, location, rate and
qualifications.

“What we are here to do is to
provide the guidance for the sail-
ors,” he said, adding that it’s a ca-
reer counselors’ job to dissect and
explain to sailors how this might
affect them, specifically.

In some cases, sailors may be
informed 18 months into a 36-
month shore assignment that they
may be sent back to sea early.

“The detailers are going to look
to give sailors a max heads up so
that it isn’t a surprise,” Servello
said. He acknowledged that some-
times that isn’t possible.

Detailers will seek out vol-
unteers first, officials say. The
change may also be an opportu-
nity for sailors who feel stuck in
their current shore

ing shipboard billet that may pay
more because of the Navy’s sea-
pay allowance.

One consequence in yanking
some sailors from shore duty
early is that some shore-duty bil-
lets may be vacant for months.
Navy officials say they recognize
that there may be a short-term
impact to shore-duty billets, but
they are comfortable they can
overcome it.

Maytorena said sailors and
commands will still have a 30-
day window to submit a rebuttal
if a sailor’s early departure from
ashore command results in undue
impact to the mission or the sailor.
But he cautions that manning the
fleet will still be the likely prior-
ity. “Every sailor is important to
the command, but we just have to
ensure what works best to support
the fleet,” he said.

For months the Navy has been
focused on its “forward presence.”
Earlier this month, the Navy an-
nounced its first increase in sea
pay in more than decade — 25
percent for most sailors.

In a worldwide all-hands call on
March S, the chief of naval per-
sonnel, Vice Adm. Bill Moran, told
sailors the Navy would be asked to
do more forward, informing sail-
ors of potentially longer deploy-
ments as the war in Afghanistan
wound down.

“As those folks pull back, you've
got to have a defensive back out
there somewhere to make sure no
one gets into mischief,” he said.

S. Korea cutting forces
by a fifth over 8 years

By AsHLEY RowLAND
AND Yoo Kyone CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea plans to cut its armed forc-
es by nearly one-fifth over the
next eight years while increasing
the number of noncommissioned
officers with specialized skills,
according to the Ministry of Na-
tional Defense.

The military will cut its ac-
tive-duty force to 522,000 from
640,000 by 2022, with the Minis-
try of National Defense citing the
country’s declining birthrate. All
able-bodied males are required
to complete two years of military
service, but officials say fewer
males will be available to serve.

The bulk of the cuts will hit
the Army, which relies heavily
on males completing their man-
datory service, with the number
of soldiers expected to drop to
387,000 from 498,000.

Other branches are expected
to maintain their current levels:
41,000 for the Navy, 65,000 for
the Air Force and 29,000 for the
Marines.

Under the plan, announced
earlier this month, the number of
noncommissioned officers will in-
crease to 152,000 from 116,000.

“South Korea’s ability to defend
itself should not be weakened,” an
MND spokesman said, speaking
on customary condition of ano-
nymity. “So we’re changing our
future corps and innovating.”

The MND official said budget
constraints would not affect plans
to increase NCO numbers as long
as the budget increases each year
by 7.2 percent. However, the Na-
tional Assembly has approved
only a 4 percent increase in de-
fense spending for this year, an-
other MND official said.

U.S. Forces Korea would not an-
swer questions about how South
Korea’s proposed cuts would af-
fect the 28,500 U.S. troops regu-
larly stationed on the peninsula,
or whether U.S. military officials
have concerns about the plan.

Instead, USFK said in an email:
“The ROK military is a highly ca-
pable and professional force and
is increasing its ability to lead the
defense of its country. Together,
the ROK-U.S. Alliance will con-
tinue to defend the Republic of
Korea.”

An MND spokesman would
not say whether the U.S. had ex-
pressed concerns about the force
reductions, but said they have
“nothing to do with the U.S.”
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The annou of South
Korea’s cuts comes amid ongoing

concerns about the threat posed
by North Korea, which have
prompted Washington and Seoul
to consider delaying the sched-
uled December 2015 handover of
wartime operational control of al-
lied forces from a U.S. to a South
Korean commander.

Seoul requested the delay
following North Korea’s third
nuclear test in February 2013,
followed by an extended period of
unusually bellicose threats from
Pyongyang.

North Korea has the world’s
fourth-largest military, with 70
percent of its ground forces and
50 percent of its air and naval
forces stationed within 100 miles
of the Demilitarized Zone, ac-
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The announced shrinkage in
South Korea’s forces comes dur-
ing a sensitive period for Wash-
ington and Seoul. After months
of negotiations, the two nations
approved a new defense spend-
ing agreement in January that
increases South Korea’s contri-
butions toward the upkeep of U.S.
troops on the peninsula by nearly
6 percent.

South Korea's National As-
sembly has yet to approve the

agreement, with some politi-
cians insisting it should be
renegotiated.

A U.S. Senate Armed Services
Committee found in an April re-
port that South Korean contribu-
tions were not keeping pace with
the growth in U.S. costs, and that
in 2012, U.S. spending was ex-
pected to outpace South Korean
contributions by $330 million.
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Lawyer: Limit gory
marathon photos

Prosecution pushes to bar bombing suspect’s
viewing of victim images to protect families

By DENISE LAvoIE
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Federal prosecu-
tors asked a judge Monday to bar
Boston Marathon bombing sus-
pect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev from
seeing some of the gruesome au-
topsy photos of the three people
killed in the attack.

In a court filing, prosecutors
said Tsarnaev should be allowed
to look only
at  autopsy
photos  that |
will be used
during  his
trial and
sentencing.
They said he
should  not
be allowed to
see the many
other photos
that will not
be used against him in court.

“Allowing photos of the muti-
lated bodies of the victims to be
viewed by the man accused of
mutilating them would needlessly
revictimize the family members
in the same way that innocent
children who are photographed
pornographically are revictimized
‘whenever those photos are seen by
others,” prosecutors wrote.

Miriam Conrad, one of Tsar-
naev’s lawyers, declined to com-
ment on the request.

In their motion, prosecutors
say they told the defense that if
Tsarnaev were allowed to view all
the photographs, the government
would continue to make them
available for lawyers’ review but

Tsarnaev

would not provide copies. They
said Tsarnaev’s lawyers “refused
to accept any limitation on Tsar-
naev’s ability to view the autopsy
photos and repeated their demand
for copies of all of them.”

Tsarnaev, 19, has pleaded not
guilty to 30 federal charges, in-
cluding the use of a weapon of
mass destruction. More than half
the charges carry a possible death
sentence.

Prosecutors allege that he and
his brother, Tamerlan Tsarnaev,
built two pressure cooker bombs
and placed them near the finish
line of last year’s marathon. Twin
explosions killed two women and
an 8-year-old boy and injured
more than 260.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev died follow-
ing a shootout with police several
days after the April 15 marathon.

In their motion, prosecutors ask
to limit Tsarnaev’s access to au-
topsy photos of the three bombing
victims and MIT police Officer
Sean Collier, who prosecutors al-
lege was killed by the Tsarnaev
brothers on April 18 as they fled.

Suffolk University Law School
professor Christopher Dearborn
said he believes it will be diffi-
cult to persuade a judge to restrict
Tsarnaev’s access to the autopsy
photos, especially because he
could be sentenced to death.

“The problem here is if there’s
any possibility that there’s some-
thing in those photos that could
be helpful or potentially helpful to
him in a trial or in sentencing, he
has to be allowed access to them,”
Dearborn said.
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Quake rattles Los Angeles basin

By CHRISTOPHER WEBER
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A predawn
earthquake rolled across the Los
Angeles basin Monday, rattling
nerves and shaking buildings
along a 150-mile swath of South-
ern California but causing no
major damage.

The magnitude-4.4 quake was
centered 2 miles from Encino and
15 miles west-northwest of the
downtown civic center, according
to the U.S. Geological Survey.

USGS seismologist Robert
Graves called it a “typical”
Southern California quake and

said expectations were that dam-
age would be slight, if it occurred
atall.

Los Angeles police and fire of-
ficials said there were no imme-
diate reports of damage.

Encino resident Joann Smith
described the initial jolt as a “big
crash” that shook her house.

“My dog got out of bed, and she
came looking for me,” Smith said.
“She was shivering terribly.”

The 6:25 a.m. quake occurred at
adepthofabout Smiles. There were
several aftershocks, including one
of magnitude 2.7 that caused very
minor shaking, Graves said.

The quake was felt as far away

as Orange County to the south
and Santa Barbara to the north.

It was one of the largest to hit
Los Angeles since the magni-
tude-6.7 Northridge quake killed
several dozen people and caused
$25 billion in damage two de-
cades ago, USGS seismologist
Lucy Jones told KABC-TV.

A magnitude-4.7 quake struck
near Inglewood in 2009, she said.

The quake was somewhat un-
usual because of its location
within the Santa Monica Moun-
tains, a 40-mile-long range that
crosses Los Angeles and stretch-
es west through Malibu to Ven-
tura County.

Foods rich in omega-3 may not help the heart, analysis finds

By NicoLE OsTROW
Bloomberg News

Food rich in fish oils such as omega-3
don’t reduce heart disease risk, calling into
question national dietary guidelines that
promote the fats as beneficial to cardio-
vascular health, an analysis of 72 studies
found.

The research showed insufficient support
for nutritional recommendations by groups
such as the American Heart Association
that advocate high consumption of polyun-

saturated fats such as omega-3, found in fish
such as salmon, and omega-6, found in corn
and sunflower oils, as well as some nuts and
seeds. The study appeared in Monday’s An-
nals of Internal Medicine.

The findings are the latest to show that
supplements and vitamins don’t work as
well as touted to help patients prevent dis-
eases. While past studies showed fish oil
can lower unhealthy blood fats and blood
pressure and reduce the risk of a second
heart attack, research in recent years con-

tradicted those findings, suggesting it has
limited heart benefits.

A study presented at the heart associa-
tion’s 2012 meeting found that taking fish
oil, a form of omega-3 fatty acid, after car-
diac surgery didn’t prevent a form of ir-
regular heartbeat that can cause blood clots
and strokes. Also that year, a review of 20
trials over 24 years published in the Journal
of the American Medical Association found
that fish oil supplements didn’t lower the
risk for a range of illnesses, including heart

Report finds lapses in response to LAX shooter

attacks, strokes or death. A study in 2010
published in JAMA found fish oil didn’t pre-
vent recurrences of atrial fibrillation.

Current heart association guidelines
recommend people consume about two
servings of fatty fish each week. They also
recommend that S percent to 10 percent
of total daily calories come from omega-6
sources. The guidelines suggest replacing
saturated fats, found in meat, full-fat dairy
products and coconut and palm oils with
polyunsaturated fats.
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The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A report
on the emergency response to a
shooting last year at Los Angeles
International Airport, which left
a security screener dead, cites se-
rious shortcomings in communi-
cation between ies that left

and a long lag in establishing a
coordinated response.

The lengthy report presented
Tuesday to airport commission-
ers cites the “heroism” of officers
who shot and took suspect Paul
Ciancia into custody after he’d
kllled a Transportation Securlty
A istration officer and in-

major commanders in the dark

jured three people on Nov. 1.

But it details lapses in coordi-
nation and technology between
police and fire departments,
which set up multiple command
posts at different locations that
didn’t unify for 45 minutes. The
first meeting among commanders
didn’t occur until more than 1%2
hours after the shooting began.
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fighting deportation since a 2012 traffic stop.

Activists push to halt deportations

By Nicroras RiccArDr
The Associated Press

DENVER — President Barack Obama’s
surprise announcement last week that his
administration would change its deporta-
tion policy to become more “humane” shows
how the immigration battle has narrowed
after months of congressional deadlock.

As recently as last year, immigrant rights
activists, along with an unusually broad
coalition of business, labor and religious
groups, were united in their demand that
Congress pass a sweeping bill to both re-
move the threat of deportation from many
of the 11 million people here illegally and
eventually make them citizens. Now activ-
ists just want to stop deportations.

They have pressured Obama to limit
the number of people sent back overseas,
which led to his administration’s announce-
ment Thursday of a review of deportation
policies after a meeting with the Hispanic
Congressional Caucus. Activists also are
pushing state legislatures to end participa-
tion in a program to help federal immigra-
tion authorities deport people and chaining
themselves across entrances to local jails or
immigration detention centers.

“We need relief and we need it soon,” said
ReynaMontoya, 23, of Phoenix, whose father
is fighting deportation and who co-wrote an
open letter with dozens of other young activ-
ists urging immigrant rights groups to stand
down on the citizenship issue. “People who
are directly affected just want peace. Later
on they’ll worry about becoming citizens.”

Immigrant rights groups still want to win

citizenship for many who are in the U.S.
without legal permission. But the shift to
deportation relief shows the desperation felt
by immigrant communities as deportations
have continued, even as the president and
many in Congress say they support chang-
ing the law to allow some of those people to
stay in the U.S.

It also represents the possible splintering
of the diverse coalition for an immigration
bill that would overhaul the system by ex-
panding citizenship. And the more aggres-
sive, confrontational tactics also raise the
risk of a public backlash.

“One picture of a cop with a bloody nose
and it’s all over for these people,” Mark
Krikorian, of the Center for Immigration
Studies, which favors greater restrictions
on immigration, said of the activists.

The change comes after many expected
Congress to pass a sweeping immigration
overhaul last year. Republicans have been
torn between some in their base who want to
step up deportations and others alarmed at
how Hispanics, Asians and other fast-grow-
ing communities are increasingly leaning
Democratic.

The Senate in June passed a bipartisan
bill to legalize, and eventually grant citizen-

Ep ANDRIESKI/AP

with their four children at their home in Thornton, Colo. From left are Kolby, 12; Wendy,
10. Abel Bautista and his wife entered the U.S. |Ilegally decades ago and have bee

ship to, many of the 11 million people in the
U.S. illegally. The bill died in the Republi-
can-controlled House.

At the state level, activists have had nota-
ble successes. The biggest victory came last
year in California when Gov. Jerry Brown
signed the Trust Act, barring California po-
lice from participating in Secure Commu-
nities. Immigrant rights groups are trying
to replicate that legislation in Illinois and
Massachusetts.

Driving the efforts are cases like that of
Abel Bautista, who was stopped for travel-
ing 8 mph over the speed limit on a Colora-
do interstate in 2012 and has been fighting
deportation ever since. At first he was not
too worried, because he expected an immi-
gration overhaul last year to make the case
moot. Now he worries about the lack of leg-
islative action and the trauma inflicted on
his three U.S. citizen children as his case
drags on.

“We're just left hanging at loose ends,”
Bautista said in an interview, recounting
how his children’s performance at school
has deteriorated and how they sob when he
leaves for court hearings. “If the commu-
nity unifies and has more demonstrations,
maybe they will listen to us.”

Reports show
transparency
complaints
dog Obama

By Josu Hicks
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Independent watch-
dog reviews show that the Obama adminis-
tration is still struggling in its fifth year to
develop the most transparent government
in U.S. history, a pledge President Barack
Obama made his first day in office.

The Center for Effective Government
handed out failing grades to seven of the 15
agencies it examined for its annual govern-
ment transparency report card, which the
group released Monday.

The State Department performed worst,
finishing with a score of 37 percent. The
Department of Homeland Security and the
Pentagon followed with grades of 51 per-
cent. The top performers included the So-
cial Security Administration (83 percent),
the Justice Department (81 percent) and
the Environmental Protection Agency (78
percent).

The scores measured performance in
processing requests, establishing rules for
answering the requests and creating easy-
to-use websites.

“There are agencies out there doing great
with processing, so all of this is possible,”
said Sean Moulton, a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act expert with the Center for Effective
Government. “The real problem is getting
agencies to be consistent and learn from
each other about how to do a better job.”

An Associated Press analysis of federal
data found that the Obama administration
got more secretive last year, censoring or
denying FOIA access to government files
more than at any time in the president’s
tenure.

The administration has also cited more
legal exceptions to justify withholding ma-
terials and refused to turn over more files
quickly when they are considered news-
worthy, and most agencies took longer to
answer records requests, according to the
AP study.

On a positive note, the analysis showed
that the administration reduced the num-
ber of old requests and waived copying fees
more often last year.

A third analysis from the National Se-
curity Archive at George Washington
University found that 54 percent of all fed-
eral agencies have ignored directives from
Obama and Attorney General Eric Holder
in 2009 calling for a “presumption of disclo-
sure” with FOIA requests. That number is
down from about 70 percent last year.

That report also said that nearly half of
all have not updated their FOIA

']
We're just left hanging at loose ends. If the community unifies
and has more demonstrations, maybe they will listen to us. 7

Abel Bautista
Colorado resident fighting deportation

States mull $0 community college tuition

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Nothing
sparks consumer demand like
the word “free,” and politicians
in some states have proposed the
idea of providing that incentive to
get young people to attend com-
munity college.

Amid worries that U.S. youth

are losing a global skills race, sup-
porters | of a no-tuition pohcy see
access to

college as way to boost educatmnal
attainment so the emerging work-
forces in their states look good to
employers.

Of course, such plans aren’t free
for taxpayers, and legislators in
Oregon and Tennessee are decid-

ing whether free tuition regard-
less of family income is the best
use of public money. A Mississippi
bill passed the state House, but
then failed in the Senate.

The debate comes in a midterm
election year in which income in-
equality and the burdens of stu-
dent debt are likely going to be
significant issues.

regulations to comply with 2007 amend-
ments that Congress made to the law.

The release of the reviews coincided with
Sunshine Week, when transparency advo-
cates promote open government and issue
reports gauging how well federal agencies
have complied with FOIA rules.
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Ukraine crisis g

By RAF CASERT
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — With a deaf-
ening thunder, the first NATO
AWACS surveillance plane pierc-
es the milky morning sky over
Germany’s Geilenkirchen Air
Base, on its way to monitor the
skies above Ukraine. Listen very
carefully, and you can also hear
the NATO alliance roaring back
into the geopolitical arena.

Quite a turnaround for a 65-
year-old military organization in-
creasingly condemned by many
as a costly anachronism.

The crisis around Ukraine “is
providential from the point of
view of NATO,” said Nick Witney,
of the European Council on For-
eign Relations. “It gives it a new
lease on life.”

NATO Secretary-General An-
ders Fogh Rasmussen left Tues-
day for talks in Washington bound
to center on the evolving crisis.
At the same time, Vice President
Joe Biden arrived in Poland in a
clear show that the United States
and NATO stand together with its
worried partners in the military
alliance.

On the same day, Russian
President Vladimir Putin ap-
proved the annexation of Crimea
and warned he does not want any
military organization to be active
at Russia’s “fence.”

“At a moment like this, we all
appreciate in a special way the
fact that we are in NATO,” Polish
President Bronislaw Komorowski
said recently.

The NATO alliance was forged
in the wake of World War II, when
the West was facing the Soviet
Union in a direct confrontation
between free-market capitalism
and communism, an ideological
battle that basically sliced Eu-
rope in two.

Essential during the Cold War
when it faced the Soviet-backed
Warsaw Pact in a standoff involv-
ing thousands of nuclear missiles,
NATO’s role has been questioned
since the demise of communism,
and even more so after the Bal-
kan wars of the 1990s.

It has expanded to include
many former Warsaw Pact mem-
bers and stretched its geographi-
cal title of North Atlantic Treaty
Organization to the limit with far-
flung operations in Afghanistan
and Libya. But it was Putin who
gave it fresh credibility with his
incursion into Ukraine’s Crimean
peninsula.

On top of the deployment of
the AWACS planes, Britain de-
cided Monday to send British Ty-
phoon jetfighters next month to

A NATO AWACS plane takes off from

FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP
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Putin signs treaty adding Crimea to Russia

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — With a sweep of his pen, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin added Crimea to the map of
Russia on Tuesday, describing the move as cor-
recting past injustice and responding to what he
called Western encroachment upon Russia’s vital
interests.

While his actions were met with cheers in
Crimea and Russia, Ukraine’s new government
called Putin a threat to the whole world, and U.S.
Vice President Joe Biden warned that the U.S.
and Europe will impose further sanctions against
Moscow.

“The world has seen through Russia’s actions
and has rejected the flawed logic,” Biden said as
he met with anxious European leaders in Poland.

In an emotional 40-minute speech televised live
from the Kremlin’s white-and-gold St. George
hall, the Russian leader said he was merely re-
storing order to history by incorporating Crimea.
“In people’s hearts and minds, Crimea has always
been an integral part of Russia,” he declared.

He dismissed Western criticism of Sunday’s
Crimean referendum — in which residents of the
strategic Black Sea peninsula overwhelmingly
backed leaving Ukraine and joining Russia— as a
manifestation of the West’s double standards.

Often interrupted by applause, Putin said the
rights of ethnic Russians in Ukraine had been
abused by the new Ukrainian government and in-
sisted that Crimea’s vote to join Russia was in line
with international law and reflected its right for
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Vapim GHIRDA/AP

Thousands of pro-Russians watch a live
broadcast of President Vladimir Putin’s speech
in the Crimean city of Sevastopol on Tuesday.

self-determination.

Also on Tuesday, a Ukrainian military spokes-
man says a serviceman was Killed and another
injured when a base in Crimea was stormed by
armed men. Vladislav Seleznev said on his Face-
book page that the base in the Crimean capital
Simferopol was stormed by unknown armed men
on Tuesday. He said a truck bearing a Russian
flag was used in the operation.

boost NATO’s Baltic air policing
mission. The U.S. Air Force cur-
rently patrols air boundaries of
the Baltics with 10 F-15C Eagle
fighter jets.

Last week, the United States

deployed some 300 troops and a
dozen F-16 fighters to Poland for
Jjoint exercises but also to support
its NATO partner.

Suddenly, nations that were
once controlled by Moscow crave

NATO’s protection.

“It would be hard to imagine
any stronger guarantees of Po-
land’s security,” Komorowski said
as his country marked 15 years of
NATO membership last week.

ives NATO new purpose

Ukraine proves to be a case in
point. It is a NATO partner, but
not a member, so it does not fall
under the Article S collective de-
fense clause that states that an at-
tack on one ally is considered an
attack on all.

If Ukraine had had such pro-
tection, NATO would have had to
ensure military protection and go
to war if necessary.

“Yes. Yes — there is no question
about that,” said Steven Block-
mans, of the Centre for European
Policy Studies. “If Ukraine were

a
4 country,
we would
Ata N be talking
moment like about the
H nvasion
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in a special 2 # part
way the fact wy with-
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to do the same thing in a NATO
country, such as one of the Baltic
states that have a sizeable Rus-
sian minority, “Article 5 would
describe an obligation to come
to the defense of (the country),
including the use of armed forc-
es,” Blockmans said. “If Russia
were to take that gamble, there
would be no stepping back from
the brink of war for the NATO
allies.”

Such is the fear of Russia that
some now want NATO to send
ground troops to the Baltic states
to counter Moscow’s threat.

“Increased presence of NATO
allies in our region would make
sense, both militarily as well as
serving as a deterrent,” Estonian
Defense Minister Urmas Reinsalu
said on the same day the AWACS
took flight. “Living next door to
the Big Bear means that we need
a solid defense platform.”

It all makes for a marked-
ly changed reality in Europe,
where trade and cooperation
between East and West seemed
the future over the past decade.
Now, the continent is staring at
confrontation.

Witney, of the foreign relations
council, said there is little alter-
native at this stage.

“It is necessary to respond in
that sort of way. Otherwise, it
is possible that Putin and those
around him could misinterpret it
as a sort of terminal weakness of
the West.”

NYPD Detective Kat Donovan is consumed
that challe

by an i

her

Seelings about everyone she ever loved—even
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her father, whose long-ago murder has
never been fully explained. With lives on
the line, Kat must venture deeper into
darkness than ever before.
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Search for lost jet tests
capabilities of China, US

By Eric TALMADGE
AND CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Finding the miss-
ing Malaysian jetliner would be a
coup for any of the more than two
dozen countries out there look-
ing. But for China and the United
States, it’s a lot more than that
— it has been a chance for the
two rival powers in the Pacific
to show off what they can do in
a real-life humanitarian mission
across one of the world’s most
hotly contested regions.

The hunt has major ramifica-
tions for Beijing, which has been
rapidly improving its military
while aggressively challenging
neighbors over territorial dis-
putes. Washington is looking to
prove it’s still the top dog to al-
lies worried about how seriously
it takes the threat China poses to
the Pacific status quo.

So far, neither country has come
up with anything significant. But
they have been vigorously waving
their flags.

China has the most at stake
and has been taking an unusually
high-profile role. Almost imme-
diately after Malaysia Airlines
Flight 370 disappeared March
8, China dispatched its largest-

ever rescue flotilla to the initial
search area in the South China
Sea, which Beijing considers its
own backyard.

Beijing sent four warships
and five coast guard and civil-
ian patrol service vessels, along
with helicopters and fixed-wing
surveillance aircraft. Among
the warships are two of China’s
largest and most advanced am-
phibious docking ships. The
20,000-ton vessels are equipped
with helicopters and a range of
small boats, including up to four
hovercrafts.

“On the one hand, China is sim-
ply doing its duty in orchestra-
tion with other countries,” said
Ni Lexiong, a military expert at
Shanghai’s University of Political
Science and Law. “On the other
hand, this operation offers an op-
portunity to assess the Chinese
navy’s willpower, efficiency and
ability to carry out operations far
from home, especially in compar-
ison with the U.S.”

Fresh off a massive relief effort
after Typhoon Haiyan devastated
the Philippines — which China
barely got involved in — the U.S.
was once again quick to respond.
Within days, the Navy had two
destroyers in the South China Sea
participating in the search, the

USS Kidd and the USS Pinckney.
Both are based in San Diego but
were training in the area when
the jet disappeared.

Since the flight was bound for
Beijing and two-thirds of the pas-
sengers are Chinese, the public
expects the government and mili-
tary to pull out all the stops.

National prestige is also a huge
factor.

Though the U.S. remains the
dominant power in the Pacific,
China deeply craves that role.
Sizable chunks of its defense
spending, which has grown sig-
nificantly over the past two de-
cades to $131 billion, have been
devoted to boosting its ability to
project force for both military
and humanitarian missions.

China’s Achilles’ heel is its
relative lack of experience, not
having fought in a major conflict
since the end of the Korean War
in 1953. Its leaders have been try-
ing to compensate with more real-
istic training scenarios, including
Jjoint maritime search-and-rescue
exercises with other nations.

“Everyone understands, with-
out anything being said, that the
U.S. has unmatched search-and-
rescue capabilities that reflect
the size and sophistication of its
air and naval forces,” said Avery

Znao YiNcquan, XinHua News Acency/AP

China’s rescue ships conduct a search operation for the missing
Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777, Flight 370, on Thursday.

Goldstein, a China security ex-
pert at the University of Penn-
sylvania. “China’s capabilities in
this regard are improving but not
yet in the same league, especially
for operations at great distance
from the Chinese mainland.”

Given new clues from radar
and satellite data that the missing
Boeing 777 turned west and flew
on for several more hours, the
search has shifted to a vast swath
of land and sea stretching from
the southern Indian Ocean up to
Kazakhstan. That’s an area that
neither China nor the U.S. has
traditionally put much emphasis
on, and has forced both to rethink
their strategies.

The U.S. Navy decided that
long-range naval aircraft were a
more efficient way to search such
a vast area, so it will be relying
on P-3 and P-8 planes, while the

Anpy Wona/AP

A relative of a Chinese passenger aboard
Flight 370 holds a paper that reads
“Hunger strike protest, Respect life,
Return my relative, Don’t want become
victim of politics, Tell the truth” as she
speaks to the media Tuesday in Beijing.

The Associated Press

KUALALUMPUR, Malaysia
— Investigators trying to solve
the mystery of a missing Ma-
laysian jetliner received some
belated help Tuesday from
Thailand, whose military said
it took 10 days to report radar
blips that might have been the
plane “because we did not pay
attention to it.”

A coalition of 26 countries,
including Thailand, is looking
for Malaysia Airlines Flight
370, which vanished March 8
with 239 people aboard on a
night flight from Kuala Lum-
pur to Beijing. Search crews
are scouring two giant arcs of

ok

territory amounting to the size
of Australia — half of it in the
remote seas of the southern
Indian Ocean. Cmdr. William
Marks, a spokesman for the
U.S. 7th Fleet, said finding the
plane was like trying to locate a
few people somewhere between
New York and California.
Malaysian officials said early
in the search that they sus-
pected the plane backtracked
and flew toward the Strait of
Malacca, just west of Malaysia.
But it took a week for them to
confirm Malaysian military
radar data that suggested that
route. On Tuesday, Thai mili-
tary officials said their own
radar showed an unidentified

plane flying toward the strait
beginning minutes after the
Malaysian jet’s transponder
signal was lost.

Air force spokesman Air Vice
Marshal Montol Suchookorn
said the Thai military doesn’t
know whether the plane it de-
tected was Flight 370.

Flight 370 took off from
Kuala Lumpur at 12:40 a.m.
Malaysian time March 8 and its
transponder, which allows air
traffic controllers to identify
and track the airplane, ceased
communicating at 1:20 a.m.

Montol said that at 1:28 a.m.,
Thai military radar “was able
to detect a signal, which was
not a normal signal, of a plane
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two destroyers go back to normal
duties.

The mission is one of the first on
the international stage for the P-8
Poseidon, one of the newest addi-
tions to the Navy’s air capabili-
ties. The Navy touts the aircraft
as the world’s most advanced
anti-submarine and anti-surface
ship reconnaissance plane and
says it can cover 15,000 square
miles (38,850 square kilometers)
in a nine-hour flight.

China, meanwhile, has sent
most of its ships involved in the
search toward Singapore, where
they will split into two groups,
one traveling north and the other
south. They will be searching two
huge blocks of ocean off the coast
of Sumatra and near the Anda-
man Islands.

260 nations comb Australia-sized zone

flying in the direction opposite
from the MH370 plane,” back
toward Kuala Lumpur. The
plane later turned right. The
radar signal was infrequent
and did not include any data
such as the flight number.

When asked why it took so
long to release the informa-
tion, Montol said, “Because we
did not pay any attention to it.
The Royal Thai Air Force only
looks after any threats against
our country.”

A group of relatives of Chi-
nese passengers in Beijing said
they decided Tuesday to begin
a hunger strike to express their
anger over the handling of the
investigation.
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Hussein Mavia/AP

Lebanese citizens inspect part of a rocket that hit a house in the predominately Shiite town of Labweh,
near the border with Syria, in northeast Lebanon on Monday. Several rockets struck Labweh not far
from the predominantly Sunni town of Arsal, causing damage to a house but no casualties.

yrian war’s spillover into
Lebanon fuels aid concern

By Di1aa Hapip
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Gunmen from Leb-
anon’s militant Hezbollah group
and local Shiite residents tight-
ened their chokehold on a Sunni
town near the Syrian border on
Tuesday, sparking concerns the
standoff would cut off aid to thou-
sands of Syrian refugees strand-
ed in the area.

The stranglehold on the east-
ern Lebanese town of Arsal is
the latest spillover of Syria’s civil
war into its smaller neighbor. The
conflict has inflamed sectarian
tensions in Lebanon and led to vi-
olence in several parts of the tiny
Mediterranean country, particu-
larly in its eastern Bekaa Valley.

Over the weekend, gunmen
closed off Arsal’s only road to
the rest of Lebanon by erecting a

sandbagged checkpoint manned
by Hezbollah gunmen and Shi-
ites from a string of surrounding
towns.

The move came after the area’s
Shiites blamed Arsal for rocket
fire toward their villages in re-
cent days and a car bombing that
killed three people.

On Tuesday, Shiite gunmen
opened fire at vehicles from Arsal
that tried to drive up toward the
checkpoint, said the town’s depu-
ty mayor, Ahmad Fliti.

of Yabroud, a town just across the
border from Lebanon, said Lisa
Abu Khaled, of the U.N.’s refugee
agency.

“Everybody needs help,” Fliti
said. “They need blankets and
food. But we are currently facing
a ticking bomb of contagious ill-
nesses, a ticking bomb of hunger
and a ticking bomb of people.”

Also on Tuesday, a senior State
Department official says the Syr-
ian government has been told it
must i diately suspend its

The shooting d de-
spair within Arsal, a town of
40,000 Lebanese and 52,000 Syr-
ian refugees for whom the road is
avital lifeline.

Another 200 Syrian families
have arrived in Arsal over the
past few days, fleeing fighting as
Syrian troops seized the strategi-
cally important rebel stronghold

diplomatic and consular missions
in the United States.

The order essentially shutters
the Syrian embassy in Washing-
ton and its honorary consulates
in Troy, Mich., and Houston and
forces all personnel who are not
legal U.S. residents to leave the
country.

Mexicans detain
cartel suspect in
child kidnappings

By Orca R. RODRIGUEZ
The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Police in
Mexico’s western state of Micho-
acan detained an alleged mem-
ber of the Knights Templar cartel
who is suspected of kidnapping
children to harvest their organs,
an official said Monday.

Michoacan state Public Safety
Secretary Carlos Castellanos
Becerra alleged that Manuel
Plancarte Gaspar was part of the
cartel’s organ-trafficking ring.
The ring would kidnap children
and take them to rented homes
with medical equipment where
their organs were removed, Cas-
tellanos Becerra charged.

“We have several statements in
open investigations that point to a
network of several suspects who
would identify people with cer-
tain characteristics, especially
children, and kidnap them,” he
said.

Castellanos Becerra said the
cases go back several years, but
he said he couldn’t give any spe-
cific details or discuss evidence
because the investigation is still
open.

Plancarte Gaspar, 34, was de-
tained last week along with an-
other suspect in a stolen car. The
men also had some crystal meth,
Castellanos Becerra said. He said
Plancarte Gaspar is the nephew
of Enrique Plancarte Solis, a top
Knights Templar leader.

Hours before the announce-
ment, a leader of one of the local

vigilante groups that sprang up
last year in Michoacan to chal-
lenge the cartel’s control told a
radio station that people in the
area knew the Knights Templar
gang was involved in organ traf-
ficking because several children
had been rescued in his town
while being transported in a re-
frigerated container inside a van.

“They were inside a refrig-
erated box, tightly wrapped in
blankets,” Dr. Jose Manuel Mire-
les, leader of the civilian “self-
defense” group in Tepalcatepec,
said in an interview with MVS
radio.

Mireles said the van carrying
the children was headed to the
port city of Lazaro Cardenas and
ended up in Tepalcatepec after
making a wrong turn.

“They were all children from
the same Mexico City school,” he
said.

He said the children’s parents
had allowed them to go on an
outing to the beach when they
were likely kidnapped. He said
the children were turned over
to their parents who traveled to
Tepalcatepec.

Mireles didn’t say when the
children were rescued and didn’t
answer his cellphone Monday.

Mexican authorities have said
drug trafficking is no longer
the top source of income for the
Knights Templar, which was once
a top producer of crystal meth.
The officials say the cartel’s main
sources of income are illegal min-
ing, illegal logging and extortion.

Attack fears close schools

The Associated Press

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria —
School officials and teachers
say Borno state government has
ordered the closure of all high
schools amid fears of attacks by
Islamic extremists.

Some 100,000 students at 85
schools are affected.

The closures point to the mil-
itary’s failure to suppress an
Islamic uprising in northeast
Nigeria, and may be considered
a victory by the Boko Haram ter-
rorist network whose nickname

means “Western education is
forbidden.”

Officials and teachers spoke on
condition of anonymity for fear of
being fired.

They said closures were sup-
posed to happen Friday but were
delayed by extremists attacking
the main army barracks in Mai-
duguri, the Borno state capital,
and freeing dozens of detained
fighters.

The latest school attack killed
59 students last month in neigh-
boring Yobe state.

4 Egyptian police convicted of Killing Islamist

By Saran EL DEEB
The Associated Press

CAIRO — An Egyptian court
convicted four police officers on
Tuesday in the killings last sum-
mer of 37 Islamist detainees,
most of them supporters of ousted
President Mohammed Morsi, and
sentenced one of the officers to 10
years in prison.

The three other officers got
suspended one-year terms in a

misdemeanor court. All were
convicted on manslaughter and
negligence charges.

The lawyer and families of the
victims denounced the sentences
as too light, arguing that the po-
licemen should have been tried
for murder.

The verdict was the outcome in
the only trial against officials ac-
cused in the killings of supporters
of Egypt’s ousted president.

The 37 detainees died while

being transported in a prison
truck on Aug. 18, reportedly suf-
focating to death after tear gas
was fired into the vehicle. Au-
thorities first said the detainees
were trying to escape and attack
the guards.

The gruesome incident drew
condemnation from rights groups
and the international community.

It came just days after Egyp-
tian troops violently broke up two
sit-ins in Cairo by Morsi’s Muslim

Brotherhood group and other Is-
lamist supporters who had been
protesting for weeks against his
ouster in July at the hands of the
military following mass protests
against his rule.

Hundreds died in the raid on
the two Cairo protest camps and
in violence that engulfed Egypt in
the subsequent days.

No charges have been levied in
connection with the dispersal.

According to a Cairo court of-

detainees

ficial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he wasn’t
authorized to talk to media, the
officer sentenced to 10 years
is a deputy chief of a police sta-
tion while the others are junior
officers.

Mohammed Abdel-Maaboud,
one of the eight surviving detain-
ees who was locked up in the truck
for nearly nine hours, dismissed
the court ruling as “a farce.”
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OPINION

Facebook, NSA have odd uses for data

By CATHERINE RAMPELL
The Washington Post

ark Zuckerberg is angry that

the National Security Agency

is violating Facebook users’

privacy, which is a bit like
the Silicon Valley equivalent of “Get your
government hands off my Medicare.” He
thinks users should be upset about this,
too.

But you know what? I'm not particularly
fazed.

Rather than having a turf war over who
gets to surveil whom, maybe Facebook and
the NSA should team up. The NSA prob-
ably already has a rich database of my
calls, texts, travels, toenail clippings and
repressed childhood memories; maybe,
aided by such additional Big Data, Face-
book could finally figure out how to show
me ads for things I actually want to buy.

Allegedly the best minds of my genera-
tion are thinking about how to make people
click on ads (well, that or how to help teen-
agers swap naked pictures of themselves).
But if the ads I'm seeing today represent
our best minds’ best work with the best Big
Data available, color me unimpressed.

The department store pioneer John Wa-
namaker famously said he knew that half
of his advertising budget was wasted but
he didn’t know which half. Even that dour
assessment dramatically overestimates
the efficacy of modern advertising. Today,
of all online display ads, the share that gets
clicked on is not 1 in 2; it’s somewhere be-
tween 1 in 500 and 1 in 1,000, according
to marketing analysts and some of the ad
networks themselves.

That’s a pretty lousy batting average. Yet

if you consider the number of times you
have ever clicked on or even noticed an
online ad supposedly curated just for you,
these numbers may not be surprising. They
certainly didn’t astonish me. Facebook, de-
spite being able to track what music I like,
where I've vacationed, which Wikipedia
rabbit holes I've fallen down and what em-
barrassing hypochondriacal ailments I've
googled (Are those bedbug bites? Do I have
mono again and, if so, did my spleen just
explode?), has strange beliefs about who I
am and what I'd be interested in buying.

For a while last year, I was seeing a lot
of ads for Mormon dating services. “Meet
local Mormon singles just like you!” Face-
book urged, not realizing that I was in a
relationship and, perhaps also relevant,
not Mormon. Just a few weeks later, I was
seeing ads for discount engagement rings.
A few weeks after that, Facebook plastered
my feeds with ads for diapers and child
care services.

Dang, I thought, Facebook thinks I move
fast. All that was missing from this ad
sequence were the shells for my father’s
shotgun.

The ads I've seen since then (on Face-
book, Google Display Network sites and
other highly algorithmic advertising plat-
forms) exhibit less narrative, alas, but are
equally unhelpful.

Online ads served to me usually fall into
one of two categories: things that leave me
feeling intensely, uncomfortably judged
— teeth-whitening, weight-loss or hair-
removal products — or things I already
own and do not intend to duplicate. For ex-
ample, the boots I bought on Zappos (but
not socks, waterproofing spray or other
complementary products I might actu-

ally want), the credit card I use, Broadway
shows I’ve seen, the hotel I just booked.

Likewise, my significant other sees ads
from test-prep companies offering to help
him gain admission to a university from
which he already has a degree. Someday,
the ads promise, he might even get ac-
cepted to the school where he currently
teaches.

Remember, these are the ads curated
specifically for our clicking and consump-
tion pleasure by firms that have their pick
of the world’s greatest talent and where
even interns draw salaries of about $75,000
annualized. So if 1 in 1,000 is the batting
average in Silicon Valley, I cannot even
imagine what it is at the super-secretive
NSA — where the highest-paid workers
make about as much as the midtier em-
ployees at a place such as Facebook, where
HR can’t even import bunches of talented
H-1B visa holders and where the mission
is more complicated and diffuse than “get
people to click and then maybe buy stuff.”

Excuse me, then, if I'm skeptical about
the greater social welfare benefits that
come from secretly collecting infinite
reams of private citizens’ data — benefits
supposedly calibrated to outweigh the costs
of intrusion and distrust. (What good is
ubiquitous surveillance if, after more than
a week, the world still can’t find a missing
777?) Maybe tech firms and government
agencies need to hoover up ever more data
about my indecipherable mutterings to my
cat. Or maybe they need to start proving
they’re doing something useful with the
invasive data they already have.

Catherine Rampell, a former economics reporter

for The New York Times, will write a twice-weekly
column for The Washington Post.

Right time for Justice Ginsburg to step down

By ERWIN CHEMERINSKY

ustice Ruth Bader Ginsburg should

retire from the Supreme Court after

the completion of the current term

in June. She turned 81 on Saturday
and by all accounts she is healthy and
physically and mentally able to continue.
But only by resigning this summer can she
ensure that a Democratic president will be
able to choose a successor who shares her
views and values.

A great deal turns on who picks Gins-
burg’s successor. There are, for example,
four likely votes to overturn Roe v. Wade on
the current court: Chief Justice John Rob-
erts and Justices Antonin Scalia, Clarence
Thomas and Samuel Alito. If a Republican
president selects Ginsburg’s replacement,
that justice easily could be the fifth vote
needed to allow the government to prohibit
all abortions. On many cases — including
ones involving environmental law, health
care, gay marriage, the death penalty and
the rights of those in Guantanamo — the
four liberal justices have joined with Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy for a progressive
result.

But if a conservative had been occupy-
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ing Ginsburg’s seat when the court heard
those cases, the rulings might well have
been very different, and if a conservative
takes her seat when she leaves, they might
not survive.

There likely will be many calls, publicly
and privately, for Ginsburg to resign before
President Barack Obama leaves the White
House to prevent the risk of a Republican
being able to appoint her successor. But
simply leaving before the next election
isn’t enough. If Ginsburg waits until 2016
to announce her retirement, there is a real
chance that Republicans would delay the
confirmation process to block an outgoing
president from being able to fill a vacancy
on the Supreme Court. In fact, the pro-
cess for confirming nominees for judicial
vacancies usually largely shuts down the
summer before a presidential election.

Moreover, there is a distinct possibility
that Democrats will not keep the Senate in
the November 2014 elections. The current
Senate has 53 Democrats, two indepen-
dems who vote with the Democrats and

But in the D 2014
elecnons, Republicans have a far greater
likelihood of gaining seats in the Senate
than the Democrats. One recent study
identified nine seats held by Democrats
that could be won by Republicans, but only
two seats occupied by Republicans that
might be taken by Democrats.

So long as the Democrats control the
Senate, Obama can have virtually anyone
he wants confirmed for the Supreme Court.
There has been only one filibuster against
a Supreme Court nominee, and that was to
block Justice Abe Fortas’ elevation to chief
justice, not to block his initial appointment.
There were 48 votes against Thomas and
42 against Alito, but Democrats filibus-

tered neither. Besides, if Democrats have
control of the Senate, they could change
the rules to eliminate the filibuster for Su-
preme Court nominees, just as they did for
lower federal court judges and presidential
appointments to executive positions.

In the end, the only way to ensure that
Obama can pick someone who will carry
on in Ginsburg’s tradition is for the va-
cancy to occur this summer. Indeed, Jus-
tice Stephen Breyer, who will turn 76 this
summer, should also carefully consider the
possibility of stepping down this year.

Some might question whether a justice
should be so calculating in choosing when
to retire. But not doing so ignores the re-
ality that ideology matters enormously in
Supreme Court decision-making. This is
nothing new; ideology always has mattered,
and which president fills vacancies on the
court can have an impact for decades. If,
for example, Al Gore or John Kerry rather
than President George W. Bush had re-
placed William Rehnquist and Sandra Day
O’Connor in 2005, a liberal majority would
likely have endured on the court for the
next few decades. Conversely, if John Mc-
Cain had replaced David Souter and John
Paul Stevens, there would be a solid con-
servative majority and Roe v. Wade surely
would have been overruled already.

1 do not minimize how hard it will be
for Ginsburg to step down from a job that
she loves and has done so well since 1993.
But the best way for her to advance all the
things she has spent her life working for
is to ensure that a Democratic president
picks her successor. The way to facilitate
that is for her to resign this summer.

Erwin Chemerinsky is dean of the University of
california, Irvine School of Law. This column first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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Cannot let Assad keep aid from his victims

By Trupy RUBIN
The Philadelphia Inquirer

he Russian invasion of Ukraine
should finally end the adminis-
tration’s fantasy that Moscow will
help stop the war in Syria.

And it ought to force the White House
to forge a new strategy to deal with the
most shocking humanitarian crisis of the
century, which is spilling over from Syria
to all of its neighbors. Otherwise, the level
of human suffering will get much, much
worse.

U.S. officials have insisted for three
years that there was no military solution
in Syria; they clung to delusions that Rus-
sia would persuade Bashar Assad to make
way for a transitional government and free
elections. Those hopes reached a dead end
at failed Geneva peace talks, where the
Russians refused to pressure the Syrian
regime.

Just as Vladimir Putin used military
force in Ukraine to try to restore an ally to
power, the Russian leader has armed and
encouraged Assad to retain power at any
human cost.

Assad’s key weapon is his willingness to
commit the most brutal war crimes. That
means besieging whole towns, starving
residents, targeting civilians with mass
bombing of residential areas, and poison
gas. His planes have deliberately destroyed
schools and hospitals; his militias try to kill
doctors in rebel-held areas.

Meanwhile, Assad insists that all human-
itarian aid be funneled through the Syrian
government. United Nations agencies and
many private aid groups are wary of dis-
obeying lest he shut down their operations
in Damascus. As a result, much of the aid
never reaches the neediest civilians.

Assad’s goal is to depopulate cities and
towns held by rebels and drive their popu-
lations into neighboring countries, or dis-
place them within Syria. The regime hopes
that strategy will force the opposition to
quit, and will pressure Arab neighbors to
end support for the rebels. When it comes
to war crimes, there are no holds barred.

“This is a war without end, a war with-
out limits, a war without law,” said David
Miliband, the former British foreign min-
ister who now heads the International
Rescue Committee, one of the most active
humanitarian agencies helping Syrians in
need. “The targeting of civilians has hap-
pened before, but the way it is happening
here, by barrel bombs (filled with shrap-
nel and dropped on residential areas), by
starvation ... people thought this wouldn’t
happen again.”

Miliband was speaking at a conference
on Syrian refugees in Washington, orga-
nized by The Aspen Institute, where the
angst of the participants was palpable. No
wonder. This week the Syrian war is enter-
ing its fourth year, and the human toll con-
tinues to mount.

Nearly half the Syrian population, at
least 9.3 million people, are either refugees
abroad or in desperate straits within their
own country. Whole cities — such as glori-
ous, historic and ancient Aleppo, have been
largely reduced to rubble by regime bomb-
ers. More than 130,000 Syrians have died.

A whole generation of children has be-
come victim, as detailed in a poignant re-
port just issued by Save the Children. It
estimates that at least 10,000 children have
died in the conflict, with millions more be-
reft of schooling and health care. In what
was once a middle-class country, the medi-
cal system has collapsed, leading to an
increase in the deaths of newborns and a
polio epidemic.

But Bashar bombs on, driving at least
2.3 million Syrians (and perhaps twice
that many) to quit Syria. This has created
dangerous financial and social tensions
in neighboring countries, including Iraq,
Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon. In the latter,
with its population of just over 4 million, at
least 1 million Syrian refugees have sought
shelter. It’s as if the entire population of
Germany had washed up on U.S. shores as
refugees.

While the United States has taken the
lead in Syrian humanitarian aid, with $1.7
billion, money alone can’t address this
huge crisis. On Friday, a bipartisan group

Bitar Hussein/AP

Aid workers measure the upper arm circumference to check for signs of malnutrition
in 1-year-old Syrian refugee Mahmoud al-Khatar at a clinic in Kab Elias, Lebanon.

of 19 senators, including Robert Casey, D-
Pa., called for President Barack Obama to
submit a “new humanitarian strategy.” I
asked him what he had in mind.

“It’s important that there be a more ag-
gressive approach,” Casey said, because
“there are still problems with aid deliv-

ry.” That would mean giving teeth to a
recent U.N. resolution that calls on Assad
to lift sieges of populated areas and allow
unhindered aid delivery across borders
— without going through Damascus.

Which leads to Casey’s second, and key
point: “Given the scale of the suffering, you
have to change the dynamic on the battle-
field ... to arrive at a strategy of getting hu-
manitarian aid delivered and alleviating
some of the suffering.”

Specifically, Casey suggested it was
time to ensure that well-vetted opposition
groups get the weapons they need to pre-
vent government bombing and shelling of
civilians, and to guarantee that aid reaches
the needy. It may be more difficult to do
that today — with a more fragmented op-
position — than it would have been one or
two years ago. But it must be tried.

I agree. Without such aid, Assad will
keep bombing Syrian civilians, backed by
Moscow and Tehran. He will depopulate
much of his country and put an unbearable
strain on his Arab neighbors. The adminis-
tration needs a new humanitarian strategy
for Syria before he succeeds.

Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial-board
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer.

If plan is more land, Crimea was wrong first step

The same opinion polls that demonstrate Russians’
desire to reclaim Crimea show a clear majority
opposed to going to war in Ukraine.

By MaArc CHAMPION
Bloomberg News

here is a grim logic to the shotgun

referendum in Crimea that leads

toward an expansion of Russia’s

land grab into eastern and south-
ern Ukraine.

On its own, however, Russia’s seizure
of Crimea would risk unifying the rest
of Ukraine against Russian aggression
— and in favor of integration with the Eu-
ropean Union. In gaining Crimea, Russian
President Vladimir Putin might lose the
bigger prize: turning Ukraine into the real
country that in 2008 he told former U.S.
President George W. Bush it wasn’t. That
is something he will want to prevent.

In Crimea, Putin has kept his options
open and Western leaders off balance with
his otherwise absurd insistence that the
Russian troops on the ground are not Rus-
sian. Even now, he could conceivably stop
short of annexation. He seemed to change
his mind as things progressed: The ref-
erendum date was changed twice in the
space of a week, and giving Crimeans the
option of joining Russia was added to the
ballot only 10 days before the vote.

Should Putin choose to escalate by mov-
ing troops into Ukraine beyond Crimea,
even Germany has pledged to hit Russia
with painful sanctions. That would damage

war in Ukraine. More dramatic incidents
in which Russian speakers in Ukraine are
portrayed as in mortal danger would help
to make that case.
Within Russia, a sustained campaign of
pre¢ d referrmg back to World War

the economy seriously. Former Russian Fi-
nance Minister Alexei Kudrin has forecast
$50 billion in capital flight per quarter this
year, “in a mild scenario.”

And yet, sanctions too can add to the
logic of escalation. Serious economic sanc-
tions would, as the most fervent Soviet die-
hards and Russian nationalists have been
hoping ever since the 1990s, create a full
break with the West and return Russia’s
economy to a less extreme version of its
Soviet-era isolation — or, in their view,
self-sufficiency. Sanctions would also force
corrupt businessmen either to repatriate
their ill-gotten gains or flee the country.
The “liberals” who have, according to con-
servatives, held the country ransom for
private gain since the collapse of the So-
viet Union and prevented Russia’s return
to greatness would be routed.

The West would then have done its worst,
while proving that it is unwilling to go to
war with Russia in order to prevent Putin
from sending troops into his non-NATO
neighbors. Any future land grabs would
incur smaller additional costs for Russia.

Such a gathering of Russian lands is a
19th-century fantasy that would condemn
Russians to relative penury in the 21st. The
damage already inflicted on the country’s
currency and stock markets, and Russia’s
13-to-1 isolation in a United Nations Se-
curity Council vote on Crimea (China ab-
stained), demonstrate the threat. And yet
Putin appears willing to accept a substan-
tial economic cost.

There are a few markers to watch in
gauging Russia’s intentions. One of them
is military. In addition to large-scale mili-
tary exercises, Russian helicopters Sat-
urday dropped troops just over Crimea’s
border with the rest of Ukraine to secure a
natural gas facility. That may have doubled
as a test of Ukraine’s defenses and respon-
siveness. More exercises and probes of this
kind would be one indicator.

A continued expansion of provocations in
eastern Ukrainian cities such as Kharkiv,
Dontesk, Lugansk and Odessa would be a
second. The same opinion polls that demon-
strate Russians’ desire to reclaim Crimea
show a clear majority opposed to going to

II — known to Russians as the Great Pa-
triotic War — would also be a sign. What
in Ukraine and the Baltic states are under-
stood as liberation struggles are to many
Russians offensive, because they put in
question the narrative in which the Soviet
armies liberated these countries from Nazi
Germany. This drip feed of hate has al-
ready begun on Russia’s tightly controlled
television channels.

None of this proves that Putin has made
up his mind whether to invade eastern
Ukraine, or even that he will formally
annex Crimea. He may also be using fear
of invasion to force the authorities in Kiev,
and their U.S. and European backers,
to cave to Russian demands. Yet as with
Crimea, amid the uncertainties, events are
creating their own momentum.

“We would want to be sure we are wel-
comed with flowers” before annexing any
territory in eastern Ukraine, Kremlin ana-
lyst Sergei Markov told Bloomberg News
on Saturday. Arrangements already ap-
pear to be being made.

Marc Champion is a Bloomberg View editorial
board member.
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The value of risk

Some say playgrounds have become so safe that they are hurting children

By RacHEL WEAVER
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

PITTSBURGH

s slow rides, low slides and lots of pad-

ding have become the norm at playgrounds

around the country, some say the swing to

overly safe environments is actually hurting
children.

“A playground must offer challenges to all ages,
from 2 to 12,” said Gabriela Burkhalter, curator of
“The Playground Project,” part of the 2013 Carnegie
International. The exhibit presents some of the most
influential playgrounds from around the world.

The transition from playgrounds with towering
metal monkey bars to those completely covered in
padding started in the 1970s, said Susan Solomon,
historian and author of “American Playgrounds: Re-
vitalizing Community Space.” Increased concern
about liability contributed to the change, as did parent
anxiety.

“Sometimes you see
more parents on the
equipment than the kids,”
Solomon said.

Those  environments
discourage creative play,
which can help children
develop important skills,
Solomon said.

“Current playgrounds
are largely directional and
the outcomes are clear,”
said Solomon. “The kid

goes up, the kid goes down, the kid goes across, then
does it all over again. Nothing gets altered.”

Instead, playgrounds should provide “appropriate
risk” to help children assess, confront and learn from
unpredictable situations, she said.

“We’re not talking about kids jumping from build-
ings,” Solomon said. “It’s important to define the risk
as manageable, not scary.”

Examples include bucket swings, which can fit
several riders and travel quickly, she said. Another is
sand. At one time a staple of most playgrounds, it has
largely disappeared from contemporary spaces.

“If you use the right sand and commit to a certain
amount of maintenance, it can be a better surface to
fall on and something to do that’s never the same,”
she said.

Solomon describes a park near her home as an ex-
ample of a playground with appropriate risk. It’s sur-
rounded by boulders, recycled from a construction
site. She once watched as a 2-year-old child realized
she couldn’t get down from the boulders
while carrying her pail and shovel. She
tossed her toys down into the sand, then
lowered herself in after.

“She made an assessment, realized the
danger and came up with a solution,” Solo-
mon said.

Research shows that even with increased
safety, playgrounds can still result in inju-
ries. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, U.S. emergency departments
treat more than 200,000 children ages 14
and younger for playground-re-

lated injuries a year. About 45
percent are severe — frac-
tures, internal injuries,
concussions, disloca-

tions and amputations.

But taking overly extreme precautions can devalue
any play experience a child might have, Burkhalter
said.

“Everything is shrunk to small size so that there is
no danger, but also not much imagination possible,”
she said. “Children are under constant control be-
cause parents don’t let
them play alone even on

[ sul fi
o persafe playgrounds.
Everythlng Fear is omnipresent, and
H there is no mental space
Is shrunk to let things happen, and
to a small children don’t have to as-
= sume responsibility.”
size so that The lack of those risks
there is no has decreased the value
qf playgroupds as pub-
danger, but lic gathering spaces,
Burkhalter said.
also not muCh “Parentswould gothere

imagi T with their small children,
, g!natlon but older children don’t
pOSSIble. 14 go there anymore,” she

Gabriela Burkhalter 52id. “Playgrounds func-
curator of Gon as a gathepng place

“The Playground Project iﬁld[;aeﬁﬂts v o

Although older chil-
dren gather on fields for soccer or baseball, places
for the in-betweens are lacking, she said. “So there
are strong incentives to stay home and play on elec-

tronic devices.”
Designing parks that are ideal for individual
communities takes collaboration between resi-
dents, government and design professionals,
said Wendy Nilsson, executive director of
Partnership for Providence Parks. Her
group serves as a resource for commu-
nities interested in creating and main-
taining public parks.

“The best parks are those that have

a resident contingency who can serve
as the eyes and the ears of the
park,” she said.

Collaboration also
results in parks that
are more than just
cookie-cutter  de-
signs, she said.

“It’s not about a
parks department
putting in a piece of
equipment,”  Nils-
son said. “What you
want is a space that
feels like it reflects
the identity of your

community.”

ILLusTRATION BY BEV ScHILLING/Stars and Stripes
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By Roy WENzL
The Wichita (Kan.) Eagle

WICHITA, Kan. — If you think
life changed after the Internet
emerged, wait until you see what’s
coming next.

Tech people say three-
dimensional printing will create
the next wave of joys and frustra-
tions, job creation and job loss.

In five to 10 years, 3-D print-
ers will be all around us, they
predict. The printers will make
food, including customized wed-
ding cakes. They will make shoes,
clothes, aircraft parts, dresses,
steaks, replacement bones and
eventually even replacement kid-
neys. If you find that bit about the
kidney hard to believe, Google a
company called Organovo.

The printers might make out-
sourcing jobs to China, India
and Mexico less necessary. Few
Americans will mourn.

But 3-D printers also would di-
minish the number of jobs here
and everywhere.

John Tomblin remembers sev-
eral years ago employees telling
him how good 3-D printers are.

First you scan any object in
three dimensions, as a hospital
MRI scanner would. Or you up-
load any 3-D design, no matter
how complex. Then hit a button.

Instead of paper, these print-
ers are loaded with other materi-
als, usually thin lines of plastic
wrapped around a spool like fish-
ing line. The printer shoots thin
strands of heated plastic out of a
tiny nozzle, creating layer after
layer with microscopic accuracy
until every detail of the object is
reproduced.

Tomblin directs the National
Institute for Aviation Research in
Wichita, which tests new technol-
ogy. He was used to seeing fun,
new things. But the 3-D printer
idea had him scoffing, a little.

So they borrowed his keys.

And gave him exact copies.

At first, he thought that was “re-
ally cool.”

Then he realized how easy it
was now to copy the keys to his
house.

Organovo, the biotech company
experimenting with ways to print
human organs, plans to harvest
a patient’s own cells and culture
them so they multiply. The cells
would then be fed into the printer,
which would print tissue strips
that could be used to patch a pa-
tient’s failing organs and eventu-
ally, the company hopes, create
new organs.

The work Organovo is doing in
replicating organs means “maybe
we could live forever,” said Ravi
Pendse, a national expert on tech-
nology, now at Brown University.

He said food makers already
can make fantastically custom-
ized cakes, or other food, in ar-
tistic ways never before possible.
The 3-D cake makers, instead of
extruding hard plastic, shoot out
sugar instead. Or chocolate. Or
vanilla-laced icing or cake dough.

A 3-D countertop printer for
home Kkitchens is expected to go
on sale by the end of the year for
making cake toppers and confec-
tions. The price? About $5,000.

Three-dimensional printing
will bring back custom-made
goods, and that’s great, Pendse
said. We lost much of the joys of

custom-made goods when Henry
Ford started making standard-
ized parts as a cheap, fast way to
produce goods.

“Now all that will come back,
for our cars, our clothes, every-
thing,” Pendse said.

Those are upsides. Three-D
also will challenge us, he said.
At stake: our jobs, our economy,
perhaps our morals and ethics, he
said.

“We all need very soon to figure
out how to use 3-D,” said Pendse,
who served as a vice president for
information technology at Wichita
State University until last year.
“These tools are raising serious
moral and ethical questions. And
not just in medicine, where they
will make livers and kidneys.

“There needs to be a place for
humanists, for philosophers and
liberal arts people, to be at the
table to help us have these con-
versations,” Pendse said. “We
should not leave these tools solely
in the hands of engineers like me
who think only, Wow, that’s really
cool.””

And there’s another worry: dis-
appearing jobs.

That’s a real worry with 3-D, he
said.

Rapid PSI is a longtime Wich-
ita company that makes aviation

parts.

In 2008, Rapid PSI had between
15 and 20 employees, said vice
president Jeremy Weinman. The
recession that year forced them to
drop down to five.

In 2009, they filled their build-
ing with a number of truck-sized
3-D printers.

One year later, Weinman said,
sales increased by S0 percent.

Protos BY TRavis HEYING, THE WicHiTA (KaN.) EAGLE/AP

Brian Brown, associate director of CAD/CAM Laboratory at the National Institute for Aviation Research in Wichita, Kan., holds a product that was made using a 3-D printer.

3-D printing’s future to affect jobs, economy

Chris Rempe, manager of reverse engineering and rapid prototyping,

removes a
Institute for Aviation Research.

One economic upside, Weinman
said, is that 3-D will make it more
attractive for aviation and other
factories to keep more production
work in Wichita, rather than giv-
ing it to China or Mexico.

“We're certainly trying to make
that case here,” Weinman said.

But there’s a downside.

Three-D parts come out perfect
— they don’t require the sanding,
tooling and scraping that manu-
facturing once required.

So Rapid PSI still has only five
people — even though it has more
than doubled sales.

Multiply that across the world
economy, Pendse said.

Consider the shoe industry.
Three-D printers can’t yet create
a good shoe. Most 3-D printers
can print really detailed objects,
but use only one material at a
time. A shoe might have rubber
soles, leather or canvas uppers
and metal grommets for laces. A
printer can make the sole and the
uppers and the grommets, but it

product from a 3-D printer recently at the National

can’t put them together.

But the technology for all this
is improving rapidly, Pendse said.
‘Whole shoes are not far away.

And then, you could place an
order so detailed that you can
actually customize and pick your
own shoe color, shape and size.
And the shoe company, instead
of running a factory in China and
shipping shoes across the Pacific,
can now just take your order on-
line and touch a button. And a new
3-D print shop two blocks from
your home then prints your shoe.

‘You come pick it up.

Good, right? Made in America.
No Chinese factory taking what
used to be American jobs. And for
you: a savings.

But 3-D printers will eliminate
not only some entire factories but
some shipping needs.

“It will democratize manufac-
turing the way Amazon democra-
tized bookstores,” Pendse said. “A
lot of bookstores disappeared.”
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Man Googles himself,
finds he’s wanted
c SAN LEANDRO — A
Northern  California
man was “egosurfing” Google
‘when a search of his name yielded
a startling result: He was wanted
by police.

Christopher Viatafa turned
himself into San Leandro police
after discovering he was on the
department’s most-wanted list
after a Google search of his name
turned up his mug shot.

He was being sought for an
August shooting during a private
party at a senior center in San Le-
andro, about 15 miles east of San
Francisco. Investigators say he
fired several shots from a hand-
gun into the ground after getting
into an argument.

No one was injured, but po-
lice sought Viatafa on suspicion
of shooting into an inhabited
dwelling.

He was listed Saturday on the
police website as captured.

Man falls asleep frying
fish; house catches fire
L BAKER — A Baker

family has been dis-
placed from their home after a
man fell asleep while frying fish
and the oil caught fire, burning
most of the kitchen before spread-
ing to the attic.

Firefighters responded about
9 p.m. Saturday and quickly con-
trolled the fire before it spread to
the rest of the home.

Baker Fire Department spokes-
man Howard Ward said no one
was injured and the Red Cross
responded to help the displaced
family.

Ward said the fire caused about
$10,000 in damage, and the utili-
ties had to be disconnected from
the home.

Court backs eatery

in hot gravy dispute

O OKLAHOMA CITY
— An Oklahoma ap-

peals court has ruled a mother is

not entitled to recover any dam-

ages after her 7-year-old daughter

spilled hot gravy on her leg after

buying a meal from a fast food

restaurant’s drive-thru window.

The Oklahoma Court of Civil
Appeals ruled Monday in favor of
the defendant, Whataburger, and
upheld a lower court’s ruling.

The child’s mother sued the
restaurant after she ordered a
meal that included a Styrofoam
bowl of heated gravy that spilled
on her daughter’s leg, resulting in
second-degree burns.

The court determined the
gravy was not unreasonably hot
and that the family had eaten
the same meal many times and
should have “known or expected
the gravy to burn if spilled.”

Ex-lunch aide gets jail
in student beating case
M I GRAND RAPIDS —
An ex-lunchroom aide
‘who authorities say paid students
to beat up a fourth-grader has
been sentenced to seven days in

jail and a year of probation.
Brooke Wilson-Johnson, 19,

THE CENSUS

199

The top speed in miles per hour of the 2014 model of a Lamborghini like the one the Los Angeles
Police Department is getting. But don't expect to see the exctic Italian sports car pursuing fugitive
drivers down the city’s freeways. Officer Sally Madera said the car is privately owned and will be
loaned to police for “charity events and recruitment.”

Not yet all wet

Emmett Maiberger, 13, left, and Logan Chailet, 10, paddle their cardboard boat across a pool Saturday in Jim Barnett Park in Winchester,
Va., while taking part in the Cardboard Boat Regatta. The boys won a prize for making the boat that stayed afloat for the longest time.

was taken to jail Monday follow-
ing a hearing in Grand Rapids.
She earlier pleaded guilty to a
misdemeanor of aiding and abet-
ting delinquent acts.

Police have said two 9-year-old
boysanda10-year-old girlat Cam-
pus Elementary in Grand Rapids
said they were given $1 each last
fall to beat up the fourth-grader.
Wilson-Johnson had denied the
allegation, but said the 9-year-old
victim swore at her.

Tamale stand that used
deer meat reopens
SEARCY — A roadside

A tamale stand that had
been shut down for illegally using
deer meat is back open after pass-
ing an Arkansas health depart-
ment inspection.

Tamale stand owner Fred At-
kins said he didn’t realize he
was breaking the law when he
prepared venison tamales as re-
quested by customers.

“I have customers now that
don’t even care what happened
with all of this,” Atkins said. “But
I didn’t know that I was in the
wrong at the time and I never hid
anything.”

Atkins said his roadside stand
along Arkansas 16 near Pang-
burn passed inspection and he’s
back to selling tamales. However,

he and his wife, Betty Atkins, face
misdemeanor charges of buying,
selling or trading wildlife and are
due in court April 8.

Man rescued from car
in frigid Yakima River
WAPATO — Yakima

w County  emergency
responders rescued a man from
a car that landed in the Yakima
River on Sunday evening at
‘Wapato.

A witness saw one man make it
to shore, but another man was ap-
parently trapped in the car as it
filled with frigid water.

The sheriff’s swiftwater rescue
boat arrived in time to pull him to
safety. He was taken to a hospi-
tal to be treated for hypothermia
and possible injuries from the
accident.

Lawyer pleads guilty
to bribing judge
SAN ANTONIO — A

T San Antonio lawyer has
pleaded guilty to bribing a state
district judge in exchange for fa-
vorable rulings.

Alberto Acevedo Jr. appeared
in court Monday and has admit-
ted he was caught in an FBI inves-
tigation into suspected corruption

at the Bexar County courthouse.

Federal prosecutors say in a
court filing that Acevedo last year
bribed Judge Angus McGinty,
who resigned in February. They
say Acevedo gave gifts and pay-
ments totaling more than $6,600
to McGinty to secure rulings fa-
voring Acevedo’s clients. Acev-
edo also promised to take care of
car repairs the judge needed.

McGinty has not been charged
with a crime.

Acevedo is scheduled to be
sentenced in June and faces a
maximum 10-year sentence and
a $250,000 fine.

Giant Easter eggs aim
of smartphone hunt
N NEW YORK — New
York City is getting

ready for an old-fashioned Eas-
ter egg hunt with a 21st-century
twist: The public will hunt for the
eggs as part of an interactive con-
test using a smartphone app.

Nearly 275 egg sculptures will
be hidden around the city April 1-
17 as part of The Faberge Big Egg
Hunt. The eggs are about 2> feet
tall and were created by famous
artists and designers like Tommy
Hilfiger and Jeff Koons.

A free, downloadable smart-
phone application will allow the
public to check in each time an

Scort MasoN, THe WINCHESTER (VA.) STar/AP

egg is found. The eggs’ locations
will remain secret until 10 people
use the app to check in at an egg.
At that point its location will ap-
pear on an interactive map, be-
coming public. Participants will
be eligible for prizes.

Helicopter plucks
stranded dog from cliff
c SANTA ROSA — A
rescue worker dan-
gling from a helicopter plucked
a stranded dog from a Northern
California seaside cliff.

Authorities reported Sunday
that a black Labrador named
Oreo somehow made it halfway
down a 90-foot cliff along the Pa-
cific coast in Sonoma County and
couldn’t get back up. The surf was
pounding below, so a descent was
not an option.

After the scared dog refused
entreaties to climb back up, the
decision was made to dangle a
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment deputy about 100 feet below
the helicopter. The deputy was
able to attach a rope to a harness
the dog was wearing and pulled it
to safety.

A large crowd of beachgoers
who gathered to watch the rescue
broke into applause.

From wire reports
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Kanye West was sentenced to
probation, anger-management
therapy and community service
after pleading no contest to
misdemeanor battery against

a photographer in Los Angeles.

West pleads
no contest in
battery case

The Associated Press

Kanye West pleaded no contest
to misdemeanor battery against a
photographer at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport in a special
plea in which he maintains his
innocence.

West entered the plea Monday
through his attorney and did not
attend the court hearing. He was
sentenced to two years of pro-
bation, 24 anger-management
therapy sessions and 250 hours of
community service.

The rapper did not reach a civil
settlement with the paparazzo,
and his plea cannot be used
against him in a civil lawsuit.

West was charged with mis-
demeanor counts of battery and
grand theft after an altercation
at LAX with photographer Daniel
Ramos in July.

Ramos claimed West punched
him in an unprovoked attack and
wrestled his camera to the ground
during the scuffle.

Ramos told the court that West
should be in jail. He said he was
still taking medication for the in-
juries he suffered.

“If I did what he did to me, I'd
be behind bars,” he said. “I was
doing my job and he broke the
law.”

Ramos is suing West and at-
tended Monday’s hearing ac-
companied by his lawyer, Gloria
Allred.

B-52s’ singer:
Don’t eat the lobster

One of the founders of the
quirky rock band The B-52s is
using the 35th anniversary of its
hit “Rock Lobster” to reiterate
his opposition to eating them.

Fred Schneider says he stopped
eating crustaceans at age 4 after
going crabbing with family in
New Jersey and watching them
boiled alive. The lifelong vegetar-
ian said in a video narrated for
People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals that he views crabs
and lobsters not as seafood but as
“sea life.”

From The Associated Press

‘Bad day’ costs Brown his freedom

By ANTHONY MCCARTNEY
The Associated Press

With a roll of his eyes and a comment that
he was good at using guns and knives, Chris
Brown might have cost himself weeks of free-
dom and his chance to get back to making
music anytime soon.

The reasons for Brown’s dismissal from a
Malibu, Calif., rehab facility were detailed in
Los Angeles Superior Court on Monday, with
a judge ordering the Grammy winner to re-
main in jail until a formal probation violation
hearing can be convened on April 23.

The jail stint will be Brown’s longest and
comes more than five years after he viciously
attacked his then-girlfriend Rihanna in a
rented sports car just hours before the Gram-
my Awards. Superior Court Judge James R.
Brandlin said he was most troubled by a com-
ment the singer made during a group therapy
session last week.

“I am good at using guns and knives,” the
rehab facility reported Brown said in re-
sponse to an exercise asking him to reflect on
what he was good or excelled at.

Other transgressions cited by rehab work-
ers included the singer ignoring a worker who
was waiting to give him a drug test, rubbing
elbows with a woman after signing an agree-
ment to stay at least two feet away from female
clients and jokingly telling fellow patients,
“I'm going to ask my higher power to take
away my troubles.” When asked whether he
was serious, Brown said yes while shaking his
head no, a report on Brown’s conduct stated.

Outside court, Brown’s attorney described
the singer as having had a bad day at the facil-
ity and said he didn’t think his client should be
forced to stay behind bars for another month.

Lucy NichoLson, PooL/AP

R&B singer Chris Brown appears in Los Angeles Superior Court on Monday. Brown will
spend another month in jail after a judge said Monday he was told the singer made troubling
comments in rehab about being good at using guns and knives.

“You know — do you have a bad day? I have
bad days sometimes,” attorney Mark Gera-
gos said outside the courthouse. “Do you say
things you’d like to take back? I certainly do.
So I don’t know that being in a therapeutic
session and you're talking about your reflec-
tions and you say one sentence means you go
to jail? Seems to me to be counterproductive
to therapy.”

Geragos said he planned to petition to have
Brown released before the April hearing. The
singer has legal woes on the East Coast as well
and is due to go on trial in a misdemeanor as-
sault case in Washington, D.C., on April 17.

Geragos said Brown’s incarceration might
make it impossible for that trial to start on
time, and would be a waste of judicial and jail
resources.

Fashion designer Scott found dead in apartment

The Associated Press

L'Wren Scott, who left her
small-town Utah home as a teen-
ager to become a model in Paris,
then a top Hollywood stylist and
finally a high-end fashion design-
er best known as the longtime
girlfriend of Mick Jagger, has
died in what was being investi-
gated as an apparent suicide.

Scott was found dead in her
Manbhattan apartment at 10 a.m.
Monday; no note was found and
there was no sign of foul play, po-
lice said. The designer had texted
her assistant 90 minutes earlier
and asked her to come to her
apartment but didn’t say why. She
was found kneeling with a scarf
wrapped around her neck that
had been tied to the handle of a
French door, police said.

Her spokesperson request-
ed privacy for her family and
friends. Just last month Scott,
who was believed to be 49 but
had not disclosed her precise age,
canceled her London Fashion
Week show, due to reported pro-
duction delays.

Jagger’s representative said the
singer was “completely shocked
and devastated by the news” of
her death.

Scott, whose elegant designs
in lush fabrics were favored by
celebrities like Madonna, Nicole
Kidman, Oprah Winfrey, Penel-
ope Cruz and first lady Michelle
Obama, was a fixture on Jagger’s
arm since she met the Rolling
Stones frontman in 2001. On red

AP

Designer L'Wren Scott, left, with
longtime boyfriend Mick Jagger
in 2012. Scott was found dead
Monday of a possible suicide.

carpets, the striking 6-foot-3 de-
signer towered over her famous
5-10 boyfriend.

Also:

® Scott Asheton, drummer for
the influential proto-punk band
the Stooges, has died. He was 64.
His daughter, Leanna Asheton,
confirmed Monday that her father
died Saturday of a heart attack.

® Tony Award-winning Broad-
way composer Mitch Leigh has
died at 86. Leigh’s assistant, Lisa
Maldonado, said the writer of the
music for the celebrated hit “Man

of La Mancha” died Sunday in
New York of pneumonia and com-
plications from a stroke.

3rd person dies
from SXSW crash

A third person struck by a sus-
pected drunken driver in Aus-
tin, Texas, during the South By
Southwest festival died Monday,
police and family said.

Sandy Thuy Le, 26, died from
the injuries she sustained when
she was run over outside The
Mohawk music club early Thurs-
day, Austin police spokeswoman
Veneza Bremner said.

Police say the driver, Rashad
Owens, was fleeing police when
he crashed through a barricade
and accelerated his car into a
crowd in Austin’s Red River En-
tertainment District, killing two
people and injuring 21 others.

Owens, 21, has been charged
with capital murder and ag-
gravated assault with a motor
vehicle.

‘Today’ host Guthrie
married, expecting

“Today” anchor Savannah
Guthrie has gotten married, and
she used the occasion to announce
she’s expecting her first child.
Guthrie, 42, and Mike Feldman,

Ariz. It was there she told her
guests she’s four months preg-
nant. The marriage-and-baby
twofer was revealed to the rest
of the world on Monday’s edition
of “Today,” with Guthrie back in
New York at the NBC morning
show.

In other baby news:

| It’s a boy for actor Josh Hol-
loway, who says “everything’s
calmer” with his second baby.
Holloway, 44, said in an inter-
view that he and his wife, Yessica
Kumala, welcomed Hunter Lee
Holloway earlier this year. Hol-
loway and Kumala have a 4-year-
old daughter, Java. The former
“Lost” actor currently stars in
the CBS series “Intelligence.”

‘Bling Ring’ defendant
arrested again

A man who pleaded no contest
to stealing from Lindsay Lohan
and reality star Audrina Patridge
has been arrested on suspicion of
having a gun — a violation of his
parole.

City News Service reported
Monday that Nicholas Prugo, 23,
was taken into custody last week
in Los Angeles.

Prugo pleaded no contest in
March 2012 in the “Bling Ring”
burglaries case that authorities
say targeted celebrities’ homes.

He was d to time served

a 45-year-old
strategist, tied the knot Saturday
near her hometown of Tucson,

in jail in exchange for his testimo-
ny against other defendants.
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Wal-Mart to accept used video games

The Associated Press

NEW YORK Wal-Mart
Stores Inc. plans to expand its
video game trade-in program to
its stores, offering store credit for
thousands of video games.

The world’s largest retailer
plans to let video game owners
trade in used video games on-
line and in Wal-Mart and Sam’s
Club stores for store credit but
not cash. Previously, they offered
trade-ins on a more limited basis
online.

It will also offer refurbished
used games in its stores for the
first time. Wal-Mart has been
seeking new ways to boost rev-
enue as its low-income custom-
ers remain under pressure due
to a weak jobs picture and shaky
economy.

In its most recent fourth quar-
ter, net income dropped 21 per-
cent, and the Bentonville, Ark.,
company gave a subdued forecast
for the current year.

“Gaming continues to be an
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Customers at a Wal-Mart store in Salt Lake City head to the
checkout lines past a worker with the company’s motto on the back

of her vest.

important business for us, and
we're actively taking aim at the
$2 billion preowned video game
opportunity,” said Duncan Mac
chief merchandisi
and marketing officer for Wal-

Arabian Sea
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In a call with journalists,
Wal-Mart executives said
Exchange, the company that part-
nered with them on their trade-in
program for smartphones and
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tablets launched in the fall, will
also be in charge of the new video
game program.

The value for each trade-in
video game will vary by the title,
console and age of the game. The
amount will range from just a few
dollars for older games to $35 and
more for newer ones.

Amazon, Target, Best Buy,
GameStop and others also have
video game trade-in programs
that offer store credit or cash for
video games.
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Military rates
Euro costs (March 19)

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Klngdcm For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate
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30-year bon
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3-19 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I'M GREAT AT
RECALLING THINGS THAT HAVE ENRAGED ME.
YOU COULD SAY I HAVE A LIVID MEMORY.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals W
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MLB

Dodgers, Diamondbacks arrive Down Under

Teams getting set to begin 2014 Major League season with two-game series in Australia

By DENNIS Passa
The Associated Press

SYDNEY — Adrian Gonza-
lez ripped line drives to all areas
of the park, often scattering his
Los Angeles Dodgers teammates
in the outfield from the safety of
the batting cage. It was just a few
hours after arriving in Austra-
lia, with his body thinking it was
about midnight.

Still, the first baseman who led
the Dodgers in hits, home runs,
RBIs and games played last sea-
son did a good job of making Syd-
ney Cricket Ground, the home
for two Major League Baseball
season-opening games this week-
end, sound and look like a real
ballpark.

The Dodgers and their weekend
opponents, the Arizona Diamond-
backs, arrived early Tuesday on
separate jumbos from the U.S.
west coast.

It was a 15-hour flight and took
the teams across the International
Date Line, missing Monday alto-
gether, and putting them in a time
zone 18 hours ahead of the one
they left behind.

Hence Gonzalez in the bat-
ting cage was well past his
usual bedtime, but looking very
impressive.

“We're all very excited to be
here,” Gonzalez said before a
workout. “We’ll have a few hits,
see how the ball carries, but it all
looks like a real ball park.”

Vin Scully, the 86-year-old
Dodgers’ announcer, proclaimed
after he got off the plane that “it’s
great to be here,” and Dodgers
manager Don Mattingly and his
Diamondbacks counterpart Kirk
Gibson later gave the ball field a
similar thumbs-up.

“No question, everyone is say-
ing that having a chance to start
the season here in Sydney, to be
able to get out of spring training a
bit early, it’s great,” said Matting-
ly. “Let’s get this thing started.”

Gibson said he had fond memo-
ries of Australia because he spent
his honeymoon here in 1985 “and
that part worked out pretty good,
so I hope this does.”

“Of all the historic places we’ve
played over the years, you walk in
and you can see they’ve put a lot of

ClassifiedsPACIFIC

Rick RycroFT/AP

The Los Angeles Dodgers’ Juan Uribe fields a ball as his team trains at the Sydney Cricket Ground
in Sydney on Tuesday in preparation for their two-game series with the Arizona Diamondbacks this
weekend. The series officially opens Major League Baseball’s regular season.

“ of all the historic places
we've played over the years,
you walk in and you can see
they've put a lot of work into
the field. And I’'ve been told
by (Diamondbacks Australian
relief pitcher) Ryan Rowland-
Smith, it’s fair dinkum.?
Kirk Gibson
Arizona Diamondbacks

manager

work into the field,” Gibson added.
“And I've been told by (Diamond-
backs Australian relief pitcher)
Ryan Rowland-Smith, it’s fair
dinkum.”

Translated, that means it’s a
pretty good place to play baseball.

Arizona first baseman Paul

Goldschmidt was in the best posi-
tion to judge the change to Sydney
Cricket Ground, having been part
of a promotional visit here last
year.

“When I was here it was set
up for cricket matches, but you

wouldn’t know that walking

PacificClassifieds

out there today,” he said. “Very
impressed.”

Goldschmidt was surprised by
the distance in foul territory be-
tween the baselines and the stands.
That’s in keeping with the natural
shape of a cricket ground, where
the batting “wicket” is usually
closer to the center of the ground
and the entire field is in play.

“Foul territory, that’s going to be
the big difference,” Goldschmidt
said. “But baseball stadiums are
different in the States, so it’ll just
take some adjusting. We’ll work it
out in the next few days.”

The teams will only have one
workout Wednesday before tak-
ing on Team Australia in a pair of
exhibition games — the Diamond-
backs on Thursday and the Dodg-
ers on Friday.

Clayton Kershaw, who spent
time Tuesday stretching in the
outfield bullpen, will start for the
Dodgers in Saturday’s season
opener. Left-hander Wade Miley
replaces Patrick Corbin, who has

)
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Los Angeles Dodgers
vs. Arizona Diamondbacks

AFN-Atlantic
Game 1: 5 p.m. Saturday CET
(delayed)
1 a.m. Sunday JKT (delayed)
FN-Sports

Game 2: 1 a.m. Sunday CET
11 a.m. Sunday JKT

a left elbow injury, as the Dia-
mondbacks starter.

Gibson said Tuesday the Dia-
mondbacks were still waiting for
a second opinion on the severity
of Corbin’s injury, which could re-
quire surgery and put him out for
the season.

The teams will close out the
two-game series Sunday when the
Dodgers’ Hyun-Jin Ryu will start
against Arizona’s Trevor Cahill.

The series marks the first regu-
lar-season games in Australia.
Previous MLB season openers
were held in Monterrey, Mexico
(1999), San Juan, Puerto Rico
(2001) and four times in Tokyo,
most recently in 2012.

The weekend games will mark
the 100th anniversary of an exhi-
bition game played by the Chicago
White Sox and the New York Gi-
ants at the same stadium.

Capacity crowds of about 40,000
are expected for both games at the
historic ground where Australia’s
cricket teams have played memo-
rable matches for the past century
and a half. In keeping with the
theme, Goldschmidt and Gonzalez
were presented with cricket bats
signed by Australia cricket cap-
tain Michael Clarke.

The two first basemen were
asked to pose with the bats and a
few in the crowd chuckled when
Gonzalez initially slung it over his
shoulder in a very un-cricket like
pose. But he quickly adopted an
impressive Clarke-like stance for
the cameras.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

myafn.net
Pro baseball
Spring training
AMERICAN LEAGUE
W L Pct
Cleveland 14 4.778
Seattle 5 .737
Tampa Bay 4 .733
Baltimore 1 6 .625
troit 1 7 .588
Kansas City 8 529
lan 8 .529
New York 1 9 .526
Minnesota 7 .500
Los Angeles 10 .474
Chicago 8 .467
Boston 10 .444
Houston 10 .412
Toronto 7 10 .412
Texas 511 .313
NATIONAL LEAGUE
W L Pct
Miami 12 7 .632
Pittsburgh 10 7 .588
San Francisco 11 8 .579
Arizona 1 9 .550
‘Washington 1 9 .526
Chicago 10 11 .476
Colorado 10 .474
New York 1 144
Cincinnati 12 .429
tlanta 12 .400
Milwaukee 12 .400
St. Louis 9 .400
LOS Angeles 10 .375
11 .353
Pm\adelph 12 .294
Note: Spiit-squad games count in the

standings; games against non-major
league teams do not
day’s games
N.Y. Yankees v Vs Pittsburgh at Braden-
ton, Fla., ccd.,
Boston 10, st. Louis 5
Atlanta 4, Houston 0, 5 innings
Baltimore (ss) vs. Phlladelphla at
Clearwater, Fla., ccd., Rain
Washington vs. Detroit at Lakeland,
Flan, cod, Raim
Miami 10, N.Y. Met:
R Rngels (6e) 8 San Francisco 7
incinnati 5, Cleveland 4
Galdand 6, Chicago Cubs (ss)2
Colorado 9, San Dieg|
CPiag0 CUbs (59 4. A. Angels (s5) 2
Chicago White Sox 9, Miiwaukee 0
Minnesota vs. Baltimore (ss) at Sara-
sota, Fla., ccd.,
Kansas cny & 0as 0
esday’s games
Boston v .Y, vankeas St Tampa, Fla.
Joronto vs. Detroit (ss) at Lakeland,
Fla.
Houston vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla.
Detroit (ss) vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St.
Lucie, Fla,
Texas (ss) vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix
akland vs. Chicago White Sox at
Glendale, Ariz.
mpa Bay vs. Minnesota at Fort My-
P
San Francisco vs. Cleveland at Good-
year,
san Diego vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Chicago Cubs vs. Texas (ss) at Sur-
prise, Ariz,

Wednesday’s games.

¥ Yankees vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,
Fla.

| hiladelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin,
Fla.
Minnesota vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
£1aTamPa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,

a.

LA Angels vs. Chicago White Sox at

Glendale, Ari

Milwaukee vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Qakiand vs. Cleveland at Goodyear,

"Fouston vs. Washington at Viera, Fla.

, Pittsburgh vs. Boston at Fort Myers,
Fla.
Cincinnati vs. Kansas City at Surprise,

iz.
chlcago Cubs vs. Colorado at Scotts-
dale, Ari;
rsday’s games

Phlladelphla (ss) vs. Houston at Kis-
simme

Detroit ve. Washington at Viera, Fla.

Toronto vs. Philadelphia (ss) at Clear-
water, i

st. Louis vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla.

. Atlanta vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie,
Fla.
L.A. Angels vs. Kansas City at Sur-
prise, Ariz.

Texas vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear, Ariz.
seattle vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,

Ari:
At Ml\waukee vs. Colorado at Scottsdale,
Winnesota v, Tampa Bay at Port
Charlotte, Fla.
2 Y. Yankees vs. Boston at Fort Myers,
F

, Baltimore vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton,
Fla.

San Francisco vs. San Diego at Peoria,
Ariz.

College basketball

Men’s NCAA Tournament

uesJae/ NUaren 18
bany (N.Y) (18-14) vs. Mount St.
Mary s (16-16)
N.C. State (21-13) vs, Xavier (21-12)
esday, Mard

Cal_Poly (15.19) vs. Texas Southern
(19°14)

lowa (20-12) vs. Tennessee (21-12)

nd R
Thursday, March 20
alo,

At B N.Y.
Conn (26-8) vs. Saint joseph's (24-9)
vnlanova (2& 4) 3 Mllwa'k: ee (21-13)
s|

Cincinnati e ve Harvard (26-4)
oMichican State’ (36:8) vs. Defaware
Friday, March 21

At Ralei

o Memphis (23-5) vs George Washing-
Vlrgmla (28-6) vs. Coastal Carolina

(zleo{)th caroling (23 9) \%. Providence
lowa State (26-7) vs. North Carolina
285)

Central
S0UTH REGIONAL
econd Round
Thursdad March 20
t B

Ohio State (25-9) vs, Dayton (23-10)
@ 3S¥racuse (27-5) vs. Western Michigan

At Orlando, Fla.
Colorado (23-11) vs. Bittsburgh (25-9)
Florida (32-2) vs. Albany-Mount St.
Mary’s winner.
Friday, March 21

. Louis
New Mexico (27-6) vs. Stanford (21-

Kansas (24-9) vs. Eastern Kentucky
(24-9)

VCU (26- 8) e hen F Austin (31-2)
UCLA G683 v Vo Tulod (21-19)
MIDWEST REGIONAL
nd Round
Thursday, Marcll 20
At Orlando, Fi
wiS2int Louis (26-6) vs. N & state-Xavier

B tisville (29-5) vs. Manhattan (25-7)
t Milwaukee

Michigan (25.8) vs. Wofford 20-12)
xas (23,10) vs. Afizona State (G1-11)
Friday,
e,

At R
Duke (26-8) vs. Megrce 26-8) )
UMass (24-8) vs. lowa-Tennessee win-
ne

Wichita S(ate (34 0) Ve, Cal Poly-Texas
Southern win
)Kenlucky B410) vs. Kansas state (20-

WEST REGIONAL
Second Round
Thursda , March 20

ilwaukee
Wisconsin, (25 Ve American (20-12)
Oregon (zz 9) Vo B0 B3 D)
okane, Wash.
Oklahoma 23 9) vs. North Dakota
State (25-6)

San Diego State (29-4) vs. New Mexico
State (26-9;
Frlday, March
At San Antoni

tonia

Baylor (24113 vs. Nebraska (19-12)
lt<:re|?hton (26-7) vs. Louisiana-Lafay-
ef

an Diego
Arizona (30»47 vs. Weber State (19-11)
ZlG{)ZH)ZaQa (28-6) vs. Oklahoma State

Men’s NIT
First Round
y, March
Robert Morrls (21 13) at St John’s (20-

Florida Gulf Coast (22-12) at Florida
state (19-13)
West Virginia (17-15) at Georgetown
a7-14) X X
Belmont (24-9) at Wisconsin-Green

Bay 29) ]
ligh Point (16-14) at Minnesota (20-
Georgia State (25-8) at Clemson (20-
Indiana State (23-10) at Arkansas (21-

Davidson (20-12) at Missouri (22-11)
Utah (21- 11)atst Mary's (CA) (22-11)

IHIHOIS (19 14) 2t Bos

e ('23 T1yat SMU (23-5)
LSU (19-13) at San Francisco (21-11)
1:”Utah Valley (20-11) at California (19-

cIT
First Round
Monday, March 17

Holy Cross 68, Brown 65
Tuesday,

|| 18
MI (19-12) at Can 12)

erg t State (20- 14) S B2t Larolina
7-16)

N(()rfolk State (19-14) at Eastern Michi-
gan

Chattanooga (18-14) at ETSU (18-15)

Columbia (19-12) at Valparaiso (18-

‘Alabama State (19-12) at Sam Hous-
ton State (23-10)
Portland State (17-14) at San Diego
(16-16)

Inesda
?umnlplac (zn 11¥atv e

é pstate (19 14)
Ceveand State (21 ll)at Ohio (23-11)

Akron (21-12) at IPFW (24-10)
Murray State (18-11) at Missouri State

2)
North Dakota (17-16) at Nebraska-

Omabha (16

Texas Corpus Chnsn (17-15) at
Northern Colorado (18-
14)Pac ific (15-15) at &ana Canyon (15-

CBI

Stony Brook (23 10) al Slena (15-17)
nesday, March 19

lay, Marcl
Hampton 0 (18.12) 3t Penn State (15-17)
South Dakota State (19-12) at Oid Do~
minion (16-17)

Wyoming (18-14) at Texas A&M (17-

Princeton (20-8) at Tulane (17-16

Morehead State (20-13) at
State (16-15)

Fresno State (17-16) at UTEP (23-10)
15)Radford (21-12) at Oregon State (16-

.
illinois

NCAA Men’s Division Il
Tournament

Ne . Conn,
Saint Anselm vsk: connecucut
ani
Central M\ssourl S NW Missouri st.
keland, I
Delta Stafé v, Tusk

Mldwestem State vs Metro State
Springfield, M

Michigan T Tech vs.

Streudshrg, P

West leert}( VS East Stroudsburg

Montevallo vs. S. Caro\lna Aiken
San Bernardino, Calif.
Cal State Stanislaus vs. Cal State
Chico
NCAA Men’s
Tournament

ay, March 21
Wisconsin- aomarer s
Wesle
Amherst vs. willi
Ehampionshi
__saturday, March 22
Semifinal winner$

Women'’s NIT
First Round
_Wednesday, March 19
Washington State (17-16) at Montana

(22:10)
TCU (18-14) at Colorado (17-

at
Green Bay 22:9) a

lllinois

ington ¢
Th sday, March

pacific (18-12) at Dregon ¢ s 5

Cal Poly (18-13) at San Dle? 8)

Southern Utah (22-9 Elarado
State (25-7)

Texas Southern (20-12) at SMU (17-13)
Eutler (15-15) at South Dakota State

Mussoum (17-13) at Crel%hlon (19-13)
(ZuMlaquuette (21-10) at Indiana State

Belmont (14-17) at Indiana (18-12)

Ball State (18-16) at Northwestern (15-

)
IUPUI (22-9) at Central Michigan (20-
7H|§h Point (22-10) at Bowling Green

vard (21-7) at lona (26-5)

Delaware (20-10) at Rutgers (22-9)
VCU (22-9) at Princeton (20-

American (22:9) at Seton Hall (18-13)
Tulane (20-10) at Mississipi State (19-

5 amar (18-12) at Southern Miss. (26-

Furman (18-12) at Auburn (17-14)
Navy (24-7) at Old Domlmon (17 15)
Stetson (26- Z‘) at Miami (16-14;

Fril irch 21
Hawaii (17:13) &t Washington (17-13)
Cal State Eakersﬁeld (19-11) at saint
Mary 's (Calif.) (22
ansas State. (zz 11) at UTEP (24-7)
Stony Brook (24-8) at Michigan (18-

(19'\41021)1nt St. Mary’s (19-13) at Duquesne
(zacPda;rlotte (15-15) at St. Bonaventure

North Carolina A&T (24-6) at South
Florida (19-12)

NCAA Women’s Division Il
Tournament

Quarterfinals
AtErie, Pa,

2
Limestons e W2et Jesne A&M X
Nova Southeastern vs. Concordia-St.
Bentley vs. Drui

Edinboro vs. Cal Poly Pomona

NCAA Women'’s Division Il
Tournament
At Stevens Point, Wls
Friday, March’>
Semifinals
Tu_ftsvs,vFDU-FIorham )
Wis.-Whitewater vs. Whitman
aturday, March 22
” hird Place
Semifinal losers
Championship
semifinal winners

College baseball

Basehall America Top 25
DU .C. — The top 25 teams in
the Baseball America poll with records
through March 16 and previous ranking
(voting by the staff of Baseba\l Ameri-
ca)

Record Pvs
. South Carolina 1
Florida State 2

- Virginia_ 3

. Oregon 7

: Couliara atayette 6

. Vanderbilt 7

al Poly 1
Louisiana 8

. Cal State Fullerton 9
10. North Carolina State 5
11 Rice 15
12.Oregon 12
13 Clemso 14
13 Louisville 17
15, 10
16: Sam Houston state 18
17. North Carolina 19
18 Tennessee 2
15, UC Santa Barbara 23
20. Mississippi 21
21 Mississippi State 24
22.UCLA 25
23, Houston R
24 5an Diego NR
25. Miami 13

Collegiate Basebhall poll

SON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base-
ba\l po\l wd\th ret(‘:ords through March 16.

Voting is ¥ sports writ-
ers and $ports information difectors: o
r

. South Carolina 11
Flcnda State 2 2

-3 3

: Oregons 3 4
Louls\ana Laiayelte - 6

. Vanderbilt 3 7

_ Cal Poly 311

. Louisiana St 48

: o State Fulterton 79
10. North Carolina State 5 5
11. Rice 6 15
12. Oregon 5 12
13. Clemson 6 14
13 Louisville -4 17
15. 6 10
18 Sam Houston state -4 18
17. North Carolina -5 19
18. Tennessee 2 22
19.UC Santa Barbara 3 23
20. 4 21
21 Mississippi State -8 24
22. -7 25
33 Houston -3 NR
24.San Diego 4-4 NR
25. Miami 19 13

Monday’s scores
EAST
Thiel 10, La Roche 5

Bloomsburg 5, Trevecca Nazarene 4
Martin Methodist 11-12, Oakwood 1-0
pikeville at Asbury, ppd.

Flght schedule

rch 2

At Villa La Nath Sppiing Club, Buenos
Aires, Argentina, Juan Carlos Reveco,
vs. Manuel Vides, 12, for Reveco's WBA
World flyweight title.

ongo C: Casino Resort & Spa,

cabazon, Caflt, Vanes Martirosyan. e,
Luciano tuello, 10 0, super welterweights.

At Roberto Duran Arena, Panama City,
Panama, Anselmo Moreno vs. Javier
Nicolas Chacon: 12, for Morenc's WEA
Super World bantamwﬁve\ght title.

At Tokyo, Denkaosen Kaovichit vs. Ko-
hei Kono, 12, for the vacant WBA World
super flyweight

ch 2¢
At 4 Bears Casino & Lod

New Town,
D., “Boxcino” lightwei - tournament
semifinals: Chris Rudd vs. Petr Petrov;

iguel Gonzalez vs. Fernando Carcamo

(8ot

Mar
At Berlin, Yohn Pablo, Hernandez vs.
wel Kolodziej, 12, for Hernandez's IBF
cruiserweight title.
wcastle, England, Stuart Hall vs.
Martin ward, 12, for Halls 1B bantam-
weight titi
AL the Ballroom, Boardwalk Hall, At-
lantic City, N.J. Sergey Kovalev vs. Ce.
dric Agnew, 12, for Kovalev's WBO light
heavywelghl m\e, Thomas Dulorme vs.
Karim Mayfield, 10, for the vacant NABF
o weRerneight Shia; Lioasn Thomp:
Son‘vs. Radivoje Kalajdzic, 10, cruiser-
weights.

At Liacouras genter, Philadelphia,
Amir Mansour vs. Steve Cunningham, 10,
for the USBA heavyweight title.

At Stadthalle, Rostock, Germany, Juer-
en Braehmer vs. Enzo Maccarinelli, 12,
or Braehmer’s WBA World light heavy-
weight title.

okyo, Akirs Un egashl vs. Odilon

Zafbtar 35 For Vacuachis WBC fiyweight

title; Adrian Hernandez vs.

i For Hernandez's WEC junior
e.

noue,
weight

AJ:ril 12

M Grand, Las Vegas, Timothy
Pacquiao, 12, for

Bradley’s WBO welterweight title; Bryan

Vasquez vs. Jose Felix Jr., 12, for the

te?m WBA World super featherweight

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned RHP Al-
len Webster and C Chr\st\an Vazauez to
Pawtucket. Reassigned S: n Mar-
rero to their minor leagu

‘CLEVELAND INDIAN:

minor Ieague c
105 ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned LHP
Buddy Eoshers‘ 2B Tommy Field, 3B Luis
Jimenez, 1B Efren Navarm and RHP Josh
Wall to Salt Lake (PCl
NGERS — Opt\oned RHP Nick
RHP Miles

s, RHP Daniel Bard, C Patrick Cantwell,
€ Brett Nicholas, INF Kensuke Tanaka, OF
Bryan Petersen’ and OF Brad Snyderto
their minor league Sme.

MIAMI

Lea
MARI.INS 2 ptioned RHp

and C Rob

LHP Edgar Olmos to Jacksonville (SL).
Re-assigned LHPs Adam Conley, Andrew
leaney, James Leverton, Gre
and Josh Spence, RHPs Bryan Evans, “Rett
Varner, Nick Witt
INFs Danny_Black,
Moran and OF Joe Benson to their minor
league camp.

S1.°LOUIS CARDINALS — Reassigned
LHP Tim Cooney, LHP Lee Stoppelman
and ¢ Travis Taftamella to theit minor
league camp.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned

F Eury Perez and OF Steven Souza Jr.to
Syracuse (IL) and LHP Samm o
Harrlsburg Traded C Koyie Hill to
the Philac E\Dhla Ph\ll\es for a p\ayer to
be named or cash consideratiol

National Basketball Association
ORLANDO MAGIC — Signed C Dewayne
Dedmon for the remainder of the sea-

son.
PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed F
James Nunnally s w-day contract.

Nati lonal Fnotball League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Re-signed CB

INNAT BENGALS — Re-signed

Taylor Mays

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed QB Bran-
don Weeden to a two-year contract.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed DT Le-
troy Guion.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed CB
Darrel\e Revis and WR Brandon LaFell.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Agreed to
terms with OT Zach Strief on a
contract extension.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed CB Domi-

martie.

AKLAND RAIDERS — Signed WR
James Jones and OL Kevin Boothe.
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Agreed to
terms with S Nate Allen on a one-year
contract.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Re-signed
OL Guy Whimper to a one-year contract
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS — Signed WR
Seyi Anrotum o 2 one-year contract
SEA SEAHA - eed to
terme. with K Steven Hausch (a on a
mum -year contraci
AMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed LB
Dane Fletcher and OL Omel Cousins.

ive-year

Natlu"ﬂ' Hor.key League
DALLAS STARS — Reassigned G Cristo-
pher Nilstorp to Texas (AHL).
WINGS — Recalled C
Lamion Potrare from Orand Rapide (AHL.
Signed LW Colin Campbell to a two-year,
entry-level contract.

RIDA PANTHERS — Recalled LW
Garrett \Wilson from San Antonio Ram-
page

VIONTREAL CANADIENS — Assigned F
Michael Bournival and G Dustin Tokarski
to Hamitton X

NEW YORK RANGERS — Agreed to
terms with D Rya

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — - Recalled D
Patrick Wey from Hershey (AHL).

eague so
SPORTING KANGAS. IV

MF M\key Lopez to orlando city FC (USL
PRO) and G Jon Kempin and MF Christian
Duke {0 OKC Energy FC

ILLINOIS — Named Islah Williams di-
rector of football alumni and former
player relations.

NORTHWESTERN — Announced soph
omore men’s basketball F Kale Abraha-
mson will transfer.

TEXAS STATE — Named John Thomp-
son defensive coordinator

VIRGINIA TECH — F\red men's basket-
ball coach James Johnso

AP sportlight

March 19

1 Thoroughbred Racing As-

socmnonsoflheumted States is formed,

nC. Clark as presiden

Didrikson Zaharias

shoots o rech S 258 A beats Clair

Doran by eight strokes to capture the
US, Women's Open.

icketts and Si Green

compyne for 5. pmnts to lead Duguesne

to a 70-58 triumph over Dayton in the NIT

championship.
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NHL

Roundup

Bruins roll to ninth in a row

lginla sparks Boston’s victory over Minnesota with 2 goals

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Jarome Iginla’s
slow start in Boston is now a dis-
tant memory.

Iginla scored two goals, Tuuk-
ka Rask stopped 33 shots, and the
Eastern Conference-leading Bru-
ins extended their winning streak
to nine games with a 4-1 win over
the Minnesota Wild on Monday.

Signed during the offseason to
replace departed free agent Na-
than Horton on the Bruins’ top
line, Iginla has fit in perfectly.

“We lose a guy that we thought
would be back for us, in Horton.
That was a big hole to fill,” Bruins
coach Claude Julien said. “He’s
come in and filled that hole really
well. You mention the stats, he
brings us the same thing the other
guy did with his size and scoring
ability. He’s done a great job.

“We’re talking about a veteran
here with tremendous leadership
qualities. He’s certainly been a
great asset to our team.”

Iginla’s scoring didn’t come for
a while with Boston. He didn’t net
his first goal until his ninth game,
and had just five in his first 29.

But now he is scoring goals
even when his shots are blocked.

The Bruins took a 1-0 lead 3:52
into the second period on Iginla’s
first of the game. His shot was de-
flected by defenseman Jonas Bro-
din and it popped into the air.

Wild goalie Darcy Kuemper
appeared to lose sight of the puck,
and it bounced between his pads
just before he dropped.

Iginla was smiling along the
boards when his teammates came
to congratulate him. Iginla added
an empty-netter with 1:05 left.

“It was a very fluky, fortunate
bounce goal. I'll definitely take
them,” he said, flashing a smile
standing in front of his locker.

The Bruins increased their
conference lead to five points
over idle second-place Pittsburgh
by posting their longest winning
streak since a 10-game run in No-
vember 2011. Boston is 12-1-2 in
its past 15 games.

Loui Eriksson and Reilly Smith
also scored for Boston, which beat
the Wild at home for the first time
after losing the first six meet-
ings. The Bruins are 3-10 overall
against the Wild, who began play
in the 2000-01 season.

Jason Pominville had the only
goal for the Wild, which lost for the
fifth time in six games, but three
of those defeats came in shootouts.

CHarLes Krupa/AP

Minnesota Wild center Charlie Coyle (3) looks to pass as he skates
by Boston Bruins center David Krejci (46) during the first period of
Boston’s 4-1 victory on Monday at TD Garden in Boston.

President’s
Trophy race
Gms
w L T Pts Left

St. Louis 14
Boston 46 17 5
Anaheim 45 16 7
San Jose 4517 7 97 13
Colorado 4419 5
Pittsburgh 4419 4 92 15
Chicago 39 15 14 92 14

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Kuemper made 25 saves.

About 2Y2 minutes after Igin-
la’s first goal, Rask robbed Mikko
Koivu with a glove stop on a shot
from in front. Rask also made a
right-pad save on Nino Niederre-
iter’s shot from the left circle with
just over 2'2 minutes remaining.

“He was very good. We knew
that going into the game, and he
was as good as people say he is,”
Koivu said.

Boston made it 2-0 at 11:55
when Carl Soderberg circled the
net and sent a backhanded pass
across the crease and through a
group of players to Eriksson, who
one-timed it into the net.

Pominville cut it to 2-1 with
1:26 left in the second. He broke
the blade of his stick as the puck
flew toward Rask as it sailed by
his glove inside the near post.

Smith scored off the rebound of
Patrice Bergeron’s shot, making
it 3-1 at 7:50 of the third.

Blues 3, Jets 1: David Backes
scored twice, and Ryan Miller
made 16 saves in another win as
host St. Louis beat Winnipeg.

The Blues are 7-0-1 since Mill-
er was acquired by trade from
Buffalo. St. Louis has won three
straight and eight of nine.

Western  Conference-leading
St. Louis has an NHL-best 101
points. It is the sixth time in fran-
chise history that the Blues have
reached 100 points.

Backes has 23 goals this sea-
son. Brendan Morrow added a
goal and Jay Bouwmeester had
two assists in the Blues’ win.

oyotes 4, Kings 3: Keith
Yandle scored the tying goal mid-
way through the third period and
Jeff Halpern netted the winner
with 3:05 left, leading visiting
Phoenix over Los Angeles.

Rob Klinkhammer and Mikkel
Boedker scored 63 seconds apart
in the first period for the Coyotes,
who handed the Kings their third
straight loss and took over sole
possession of eighth place in the
Western Conference. Mike Smith
made 36 saves for Phoenix.

Lightning 4, Canucks 3: Steven
Stamkos and Ondrej Palat both
had a goal and an assist to lead
host Tampa Bay by Vancouver.

Valtteri Filppula and Tom Pyatt
also scored for the Lightning, who
moved into a second-place tie with
Montreal in the Atlantic Division.
Ben Bishop extended his team re-
cord with his 32nd win this year.

Eastern Li; ing 4, 3
Atlantic ion Vancouver 00 3-3

ot GP oT P;; ﬁ; 164# Tampi!ay 12 1-4
oston —1, Tampa Bay, Stamkos
Tampa Bay T 8118118 45 (Palat, Callahan) 17:56 (pp;

ntreal 7 81174 174 eriod—2, Tampa Bay, Palat
Toronto 2321 18 (Carle) oo 3, Tampa Bay, Filppula 22
Detroit 13 73 175188 (Stamkos), 19:!
Qttawa R {hird Period—4, Vancouver, Burrows
U'f;lﬂ 4 (Bieksa, Edler; 4 (pp). 5, Tampa
Buffalo S Dvision® 132202 Bay, Pyatt 3 (Brown, r(-ledman) St ?

Vancnuver Burrows Jensen, H.Sedin;
Pittsburgh 4 4 92 209 167 Y « .,
ghi‘ladilph\a 5 g 72 131 1§3 %é incouver, Hansen 11 (Burrows),
olumbus 5 76 195 184 —
%V. ’;‘@"9(5’5 g lg ;g ;H 2‘32 Tari';‘u%‘%:ynlg-nla;- Vancuuver 7-8-13—28.
ashington -
gewi_ersey 3 ‘3 g %gg gg l;owTeruplay;pypfn;T les—Vancouver
-arolina ies—Vancouver, Lack 12-14-4 (30
NY. Islanders 634 9 61195233 gpot. 5( 26 2saves) Tampa Bay, Bishop 32-
11-

Western Conference

Cent
. W' L OT Pts GF G
st. Louis 7 14 7101 226 152
Colorado 4 19 5 93209 181
Chicago 5 14 92 231179
Minnesota 3 10 80 165 168
Dallas 411 7519319
Winnipeg 0 9 71194204
Nashville S 10 68 104 301

X acific Division
Anaheim 8 45 16 7 97 218 172
San Jose 9 45 17 7 97 214165
Los Angeles 9 38 25 168 148
hoenix 9 1177 192 196
Yancouver 1 10 72 170 194
algary 8 27 34 7 61 165202
Edmonto 9 24 36 9 57 171224
Note: Two points for a win, one point

for GVerime loss.
day’s games
Vancouver 4, FIords 3, S0

Philadelphia 4, Pittsburgh 3
Washington 4, Toronto 3
Edmonton 2, Carolina 1
San Jose 1, .Y, Rangers 0
Colorado 3, Ottawa.
Montreal 2, Buffalo 0
Chicago 4, Detroit 1
Winnipeg 7, Dallas 2
Monday’s games
Boston 4, Minnesota 1

day s games
Boston at New 12
Minnesota athy. Islanders

Nashville at Edmonton
ashington at Anaheim
Hloman S atio
dnesday 'S games
2 Bay at Toronto
STBREH Shica
Zolorado at winnipeg
Nashville at Vancouver

Monday
Bruins 4, Wild 1
Minnesota

Boston 02 2-4
Second Period—1, Boston, Iginla 24
(Bartkowski, Meszaros), 3:52. 2, Boston,
Eriksson 8 (Soderberg), 11:55. 3, Minneso-
ta. Fominuile 26 (Suter Graniund), 18: 34

‘Third Period—4, Boston, Smith
(Bergiron, o,
25 (Chara), 18:55 (;

hots on G

s ol
34, Boslon 8-11-10 2.

. 5, Boston, Igln\a

ies—Minnesota
00f 11 Eoston (X FEPoT

oal nesota, Kuemper 12-5-4
s sagots S5 eavee) Boston. RusK 31144

).
A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:24.
Blues 3, Jets 1

Winnipeg 00 1-1
St. Louis 01 2-3
Second Period—1, St. Louis, Morrow
11 (Roy, Bouwmeester), i:
Third iod—2, Wlanegv 0'Dell
(ane, Bogosian), 1155, 3, St Louis, ackes
2 (Cole, Bouwmeester), 13:09 (pp). 4, St.
Louls Backes 23 (P\etrange\o) 15248 €n).
s on Goal—Win
St. Louis 6-12-7—25.
Power-play_opportunities—Winnipeg

0 of 1;

Go: e Montoya 11-6-3
5 shots.23 saves) % Louis, Miller 22-
22-4 (17-16).

A—16,665 (19,150). T—2:

A-19;: 20)4 (19,204). T=2:25.
Coyotes 4, Kings 3
Phoenix

Los Angeles

First Period—1, Phoenix, Klinkham-
mer 11 (Vrbata, Hanzah, 6:33. 2, Phoenix,
Boedker' 17 (Ekman-Larsson, Vandie
7:36 (pp). 3, Los Angeles, Pearson 2 (Stoll,
Toffoli), 17:02.

Second Period—4, Los Angeles, Mar-
tinez 8 (Carter), 6:50. 5, Los Angeles,
Gaborlk 8 (Kopitar, Voynov), 1819 (pp).

ir d—6, Phoanix, vandle s,

:44. 7, Phoemx Halpern 4 (Doan, Chip-

chura).

» Goal—Phoonix 10-3-14-27.
Los Angeles 1515 123

ower-play opportunities—Phoenix 1
of 4; Los Angeles 1 of 4.

Goalies—Phoenix, Smith 26-20-10 (39
shots-36 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 21-
15-2 (27-23).

—18,118 (18,118). T-2:34.

Leaders
Through March 17
sScoring
P G AP
Sidney Crosby, Pit 7 31 57
Phil Kessel, Tor 9 34 39
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 54 29 44
Tyler Seguin, Dal 30 39
Kyle Okposo, NYI 27 42
Claude Giroux, Phi

Alex Ovechkin, Was 45 23
Patrick Kane, Chi 29 39
Corey Perry, Anh 3% 31

Goaltending

GP

Josh Harding, Min
uukka Rask, Bos

Brian Ellioft, Stl

Jonathan Qulck LA

Ben Bishop,

Cory Schnelder‘ NJ

BrwwawNG
guEonia

&

S

S

5

N

95 2.
Corey Crawford, Chi 1289 106 2.

Jerr RoBersoN/AP

The St. Louis Blues’ David
Backes, front, scores past
Winnipeg Jets goalie Al Montoya
during the third period of
Monday’s game in St. Louis.
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Auburn hires f

The Associated Press

AUBURN, Ala. — Auburn hired former
Tennessee coach Bruce Pearl on Tuesday
to revive a struggling basketball program
that hasn’t been to the NCAA tournament
in more than a decade.

The school announced the hiring of the
charismatic coach, who remains under a
show-cause penalty from the NCAA into
August. Pearl had plenty of success on the
court, taking Tennessee to the NCAA tour-
nament in each of his six seasons before
getting fired in March 2011 in the wake of
an NCAA investigation.

Spokesmen for Auburn and the NCAA
did not immediately respond to emails re-
garding the show-cause status.

“I'm humbled and blessed to be back in
the game that I love,” Pearl], who turned 54
on Tuesday, said in a statement. “I don’t
know how long it will take, but it’s time to
rebuild the Auburn basketball program,
and bring it to a level of excellence so many
of the other teams on campus enjoy.”

Auburn did not release terms of the deal
with Pearl, who was to be formally intro-
duced Tuesday night.

Pearl replaces Tony Barbee, who was
fired about two hours after the Tigers lost
to South Carolina in the first round of the
Southeastern Conference tournament.
They went 18-50 in the SEC during Bar-
bee’s four-year tenure, which coincided
with the opening of the $90 million Auburn
Arena.

Pearl was cited for unethical conduct for
lying to investigators in June 1010 about im-
properly hosting recruits at his home. He
was placed under a three-year show-cause
penalty, which expires in late August.

It barred Pearl from recruiting during
that span and any school seeking to hire
him would have to ask the NCAA to re-
move that penalty.

He also was found to have interfered
with the NCAA’s investigation after he
contacted a recruit’s father who had also
been interviewed by investigators.

Two months after his initial interview,
he met again with NCAA investigators to
tell them he had misled them.

Jackson returns to Knicks

NEW YORK — Phil Jackson has re-
turned to the New York Knicks as their
team president.

The Knicks announced Jackson’s hiring
on Tuesday at a news conference in the
lobby of Madison Square Garden, where a
giant sign reading “Welcome Home Phil”
was overhead and shirts with the No. 18
Jackson wore as a player lined the racks in
the merchandise store.

Jackson signed a five-year contract that
will reportedly pay him at least $12 million
annually.

“This is the best place to play basket-
ball,” Jackson said.

Jackson was a member of the Knicks’
NBA-winning teams in 1970 and 1973, but
they haven’t won a title since. Jackson went
on to become the league’s most successful
coach, winning 11 championships with the

Your vote could earn you an Exchange

ormer Tennessee coach Pearl

Kerry SmiTH/AP

Tennessee head coach Bruce Pearl reacts during the second half of game on March 6, 2010 in Starkville, Miss. Auburn hired Pearl
on Tuesday to lead its struggling basketball program. Pearl remains under a show-cause penalty from the NCAA.

Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers.

This will be his first time as an execu-
tive and the Knicks say he will be in charge
of all basketball decisions. MSG chairman
James Dolan said he “willingly and grate-
fully” was stepping back to give Jackson
the power to make the changes the fran-
chise needs.

Steve Mills will remain as general
manager.

Cardinals re-sign McCann

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona Cardinals
re-signed backup cornerback Bryan Mc-
Cann to a one-year deal Monday.

McCann played in the final six games
last season and had two special teams
tackles for the Cardinals. The team did not
disclose financial terms.

McCann re-signed with the Cardinals
last Nov. 19 after spending the offseason
and training camp with Arizona.

In 35 NFL games, McCann has 29 tack-
les on defense, one sack, one interception
and nine special teams tackles.

In other NFL news:

® The Jacksonville Jaguars signed free

gift card worth $300!

win with STARSz4STRIPES

Vote today at http://stripesrewards.com/bestofpacific!

agent receiver Tandon Doss, giving the
team a big target to complement Cecil
Shorts ITI and Ace Sanders.

The 6-foot-2 Doss also could return punts
for the Jaguars. His 15.6 yards per return
led the NFL last year.

Niese back with Mets

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Jonathon Niese
was relieved to be back at spring training
with the New York Mets camp on Tuesday
after receiving a relatively good medical

report.

The left-hander had a MRI of his pitch-
ing elbow in New York on Monday, and
the scan revealed he had some inflamma-
tion but no damage to his ulnar collateral
ligament.

“They said the UCL is strong and big
and strong — no bone arthritis or spurs
or anything,” Niese said. “So all the bones
and ligaments are perfect. There’s just a
little inflammation in that joint in the back
of my elbow. So I got a cortisone shot. It’s a
little sore today from the shot, but the sore-
ness is going down. So I should be able to
throw tomorrow.”

Niese has a 13.50 ERA in two spring
tralnlng appearances. He was slowed early
in camp by muscle weakness in his shoul-
der, which also was examined in a main
stream MRI.

Four Georgia players arrested

ATLANTA — Four Georgia football
players were released on bond late Monday
following their arrests on misdemeanor
charges of theft by deception.

University of Georgia chief of police
Jimmy Williamson said Tuesday an inves-
tigation found that three players — starting
safety Tray Matthews, defensive linemen
Jonathan Taylor and James DeLoach —re-
ceived double payments for stipend checks
of $71.50 issued by the Georgia athletic
department.

The players deposited the paper checks
through a mobile device and also cashed
the checks at a convenience store, accord-
ing to Williamson.

‘Wide receiver Uriah LeMay was charged
with cashing a roommate’s check after the
check already had been deposited through
amobile app, according to Williamson.

Stripes I
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Nuggets snap Clippers’
11-game winning streak

The Associated Press

DENVER — Blake Griffin
shouldered the blame for his team
faltering down the stretch.

“This game is pretty much
entirely on me,” Griffin said
matter-of-factly.

Well, maybe not entirely true.

After all, Los Angeles was held
scoreless for the final 3:31, allow-
ing the Denver Nuggets to end the
Clippers’ 11-game winning streak
with a 110-100 victory Monday
night.

Chris Paul couldn’t score down
the stretch, either. Just one of
those nights for the fatigued
Clippers, who played the night
before.

Just like that, their streak
— tied for the second-longest in
franchise history — was over.
This is the same place where
their longest streak, 17 in a row
last season, was also ended.

“Players like to get up for this
team,” said Ty Lawson, who
scored eight of his 19 points in
a late fourth-quarter run. “The
energy in the building gets us

going.”

Lately, the Nuggets are show-
ing they can play with the NBA’s
elite, beating the Miami Heat
last week and now the soaring
Clippers.

Only, it’s a little too late for a
team pretty much out of the play-
off picture.

“But it’s huge, especially for
our confidence going forward,”
Lawson said.

Reserve J.J. Hickson had 21
points and Kenneth Faried added
18 points and 16 rebounds in a
duel in the paint against Griffin,
who finished with 26 points and
12 boards.

But this was far from Griffin’s
night, finishing 7-for-25 from the
floor.

“I can’t play that poorly for us
to win,” said Griffin, who was 12-
for-12 from the free-throw line. “I
tried. Just too many missed shots.
Too many small errors here and
there.”

Pacers 99, 76ers 90: Lance
Stephenson scored 25 points as
host Indiana came back from an
early deficit to hand Philadelphia
its franchise-record 21st straight
loss.

Paul George had 24 points for
the Pacers, who staked the Sixers
to a 15-6 lead before taking the
lead and pulling away. George
Hill scored 11 points, Ian Ma-
hinmi had 10 and David West
grabbed 12 rebounds.

Thaddeus Young had 23 points
to lead the Sixers, who tied the
Detroit Pistons for the sixth-lon-
gest losing streak in NBA his-
tory. The Pistons lost 21 straight
bridging the 1979-80 and 1980-81
seasons.

Hawks 97, Bohcats 83: Paul

=y

Davio Zarusowski/AP

Los Angeles Clippers guard Chris Paul, front, is trapped by Denver
guard Randy Foye, left, and forward J.J. Hickson during the second
quarter of Monday’s game in Denver.

Millsap scored 28 points as At-
lanta ended Charlotte’s eight-
game home winning streak.

It was Atlanta’s 11th straight
win over Charlotte. The Hawks
have won four straight, pulling
within 12 games of the Bobcats
for the seventh spot in the East-
ern Conference playoff race.

Kemba Walker led the Bobcats
with 20 points.

Nets 108, Suns 95: Deron
Williams scored 28 points and
even dunked for the first time
this season, leading Brooklyn
past Phoenix and extending its
home winning streak to nine.

Williams shot 11-for-13 from
the field and looks all the way back
after ankle problems wrecked the
first half of his season. He was
two points off his season high and
rose above the rim to throw down
a dunk that finished off a fourth-
quarter fast break started by An-
drei Kirilenko’s steal.

Thunder 97, Bulls 85: Kevin
Durant finished with 35 points
and 12 rebounds as visiting Okla-
homa City beat Chicago.

Russell Westbrook added 17
points after sitting out the pre-
vious day to rest his surgically
repaired knee, and the Thunder

rebounded from their most lop-
sided loss of the season. They
went on a 13-point run after the
Bulls scored eight straight early
in the fourth to cut the lead to
one and pulled this one out after
falling by 23 at home to Dallas on
Sunday.

Rockets 124, Jazz 86: Ter-
rence Jones scored 30 points as
host Houston ended a three-game
skid with its most lopsided victory
of the season.

Dwight Howard was out with
an ankle strain, leaving the Rock-
ets without him for the first time
this season. But they still had no
problem handling Utah, which
has lost five in a row and has one
of the worst records in the West-
ern Conference.

Mavericks 94, Celtics 89:
Dirk Nowitzki led another bal-
anced scoring effort with 19
points as Dallas opened a club-
record eight-game homestand
by holding on for a victory over
Boston.

The Celtics trailed by double
digits twice in the second half
before getting within one in the
final minute but couldn’t avoid an
0-15 finish on the road against the
Western Conference.

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
L

Pct GB
Toronto 569 —
Brooklyn 523 3
New York 403 11
Boston 324 16%
Philadelphia 24 23

0

x-Miami 703 —
Washington 530 11
Charlotte 485 14
Atlanta 462 15%
Orlando 284 2%
x-Indiana 746
Chicago 552 13
Cleveland 388 24
Detroit 379 24%
Milwaukee 194 37

Southwest Diy
GB
San Antonio -
Houston 5%
Dallas 10
Memphis 11
New Orleans 2
hwest
Oklahoma City ot
Portland 6
Minnesota 15
Denver 9
Utah 2
Pacific Diy
L.A. Clippers -
Golden State 5%
Phoenix 9
Sacramento 2%
LA, Lakers 4%

x-clinched playoff spot
onday’s games
Indiana 99, Philadelphia 90
Atlanta 97, Charlotte 83
Brooklyn 108, Phoenix 95
Oklahoma City 97, Chicago 85
Houston 124, Utah 86
Dallas 94, Boston 89
Denver 110, LA. Clippers 100
uesday’s games
Miami at Cleveland
Toronto at Atlanta
Milwaukee at Portland
Washington at Sacramento
Orlando at Golden State
'ednesday’s games
Chicago at Philadelphia
Charlotte at Bmokly
Miami at Boston
Utah at Memphis
Toronto at New Orleans
Indiana at New York
Minnesota at Dallas
Detroit at Denver
Orlando at Phoeni:
San Antonio at LA, Lakers

Monday
Hawks 97, Bohcats 83

ATLANTA — Carroll 4-9 0-0 9, Millsap
12-20 2-2 28, Antic 4-10 0-0 11, Teague 4-
140-0 11, Korver 3-8 2-2 10, Brand 2-3 0-0
4, Mack 2-6 0-0 5, Scott 5-10 0-1 10, Schro-
der2-31-16, Martin 0 on 00, Muscala 1-2
1- 1 3 Totals 39-85 6:

RLOTTE — Kldd Gllchrlst 1-4022,
Mckuberts 2-10 0-0 5, Jefferson 6-15 4-4
16, Walker 7-18 2-2 20, Henderson 5-12 4-4
16, Zeller 1-6 1-1 3, Neal 3-8 2-2 9, Doug-
las-Roberts 1-3 1-1 3, Ridnour 1-3 0-0 3,
Biyombo 2-2 0-0 4, Tolliver 1-4 0-0 2. To-
tals 30-85 14-16 83.

22 24 30 2-97
Charlotte 28 24 16 15-83
Three-point  Goals—Atlanta  13-34

(Teagues 5 Antic 3-7, Millsap 2-4, Korver 2-

cl ack 1-3, Carroll 1-5, Scott
02), Charlott99 25 (Walker 4-6, Henderson
2-4, Ridnour 1-1, Neal 1-2, McRoberts 1-7,
Jefferson 0-1, Touwern 2, Douglas-Roberts.
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—At-
lanta 57 (Antic 10), Cnarlolle a7 (Jefferson
12). Assists—Atlanta 27 (Teague 9), Char-
lotte 22 (Walker 7). Total Fouls—At\anta 20,
Charlotte 15. A—14,419 (19,077)

Nets 108, Suns 95

PHOENIX — Tucker 3-6 1-2 8, Frye 3-9
0-0 7, Mi.Plumlee 1-4 1-2 3, Bledsoe 4-10
1-2 10, Dragic 6-12 1-1 13, Green 6-11 2-3
17, Smith 2-4 0-0 4, Mark.Morris 8-14 2-5
18, Marc.Morris 2-4 2-4 6, Len 0-0 0-0 0,
Goodwin 2-3 236, Christmas 0-3 2-4 2,
Randolph 0-0 1-2 1. Totals 37-80 15-28 95.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 7-11 2-2 19,
pierce 4-7 0-1 10, Ma.Plumice 56 47 14,

X 1
012, Blatche 3-5 1-2 7, Gutierrez 0-1 0-0
0, Kirilenko 1-2 0-2 2, Anderson 2-6 2-2 7,
Thornton 2-8 4-4 8, Teague 0-0 1-2 1, Col-
lins 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-70 17-27 108.

Phoenix 29 23 23-95
Brooklyn 30 32 28 18-108
Three-point  Goals—Phoenix ~ 6-22

(Green 3-6, Frye 1-3, Tucker 1-3, Bled-
soe 1-3, Christmas 0-1, Marc.Morris 0-1,
Mark.Morris 0-2, Dragic

Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 53 (Frye,
MlPIumIee 6) Brooklyn 42 (Ma.Plum-
lee 11). ts—Phoenix 18 (Smith 6),
Brcoklyn 5 (Livingston, Johnson 5). To-
tal Fouls—Phoenix 24, Brooklyn 24. A—
17, 401 (17,732).

Pacers 99, 76ers 90

PHILADELPHIA — Thompson 6-7 1-117,
Young 9-191-3 23 Slms 31054, Carter:
Williams , Wroten 7-18 3-3 17,
Williams 0-12-22, Nunnally 0-10-00, Var-
nado 1200 avies 0-0 0-2 0, Mullens
Total$ 35-81 11-20 90.

INDIANA — Gearge 4-1415-16 24, West 3-
14 1-17, Hibbert 3-8 2-2 8, G.Hill 4-11 0-0 11,
Stephenson 8-16 8-9 25, Turner 2-7 0-0 4, Ma®
hinmi 4-5 2-4 10, Sloan 2-20-05, Scola 14 3-6
5, core\and 0-00-0 0. Totals 31-81 31-3899.

Philadelphia 24 26 17 23-90

o

Indiana 21 31 17 24-99

Three-point Goals—Philadelphia 9-23
(Thompson 4-4, Young 4-8, Mullens 1-2,
Williams 0-1, Nunnally 0-1, Wroten 0-3,
Carter- Williais 0-0), thdana 618 (vl
3-7, Sloan 1-1, George 1-3, St el

liams 13), Indiana 58 (West 12). As-
sists—Philadelphia 2 (Carter-Wiliams
5), Indiana 13 (West LHill 3). Total
Fuuls—Ph\IadelphlaB Indiana 17. Tech-
nicals—Mullens. A ,165 (18,165).

Thunder 97, Bulls 85

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 11-21 10-
12 35, Ibaka 6-11 2-4 15, Adams 0-0 0-0 0,
Westbrook 5-14 4-6 17, Roberson 1-3 0-0 2,
Thabeet 0-0 0-0 0, C.Butler 3-8 3 312 Jarl:ks-

hammed 1- . Totals 29-84 22-31 85.
Oklahoma City 23 24 21 23-91
chlcago 21 24 22 18-85

hree-point Goals—Oklahoma City 13-

25 (Durant 3-4, C.Butler 3-6, Westbrook

37, Jackson 2-2, I 1-1, Fisher 1-4,

N ago defensive three
second 3. A—22,261 (20,917).

Rockets 124, Jazz 86

ITAH — Jefferson 2-7 3-3 8, Williams 1-6

ar
03, Gﬁrclao 00-00. TotalsAe -79 1920124,

Houston 32 31 32—121
Three- pomt Goals Ulah 4-18 (Burke
1-2, Garrett 1-3, Williams 1-3, Jefferson
1-5, Clark 0-1, Burks. L Lucas Il 0.9,

Hol
Beverley 2-4, Har
12, Motiejunas 1-3, Parsons 0-2). Fouled

ut—Motiejunas. _ Rebounds—Utah 39
(Kanter 9), Houston 54 (Asik, Motiejunas
11), Assists—Utah 21 (Burke'5), Houston
31'(Lin 9). Total Fouis—Utah 25, Houston
22. A—18,156 (18,023).

Mavericks 94, Celtics 89
BOSTON — Green 2-120-0 5, Bass 2-5 1-
25, Humphries 2-81-2 5, Eradley 5-14 0-0
11, Bayless 6-16 4-4 19, Sullinger 6-16 1-1
13‘ Johnson 3-5 2-2 9, Oly vk 6-11 3-3 16,

Pressey 2-60-0 6. Totals 34-93 12-14 89.
— Marion4-102-211, Nowitzki
5 17 3 3 19. Da\emb rt 3-40-0 6, Calderon

right 5-5 0-0 10, Ellington 0-0
0-00. Tota\s s 192194,
18 28-89
Daas % % 18 a0-0d
Three-point Goals—Boston 9-22 (Bay-
less 3-5, Pressey 2-3, Green 1-2, Johnson
1:3, Bradley 1-3, Oiynyk 1-4, Suliinger 0-2),
Dallas 9-27 (Nowllzkl 4-8, Calderon 2-4, EI*
lis 1-2, Harris 1-4, Marion 1-4, Carter 0-5).
Fouled OUt—None. Rebounds —Boston 63

on as
fensive three second. A—20,132 (19, 200)

Nuggets 110, Clippers 100

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 4-7 0-0 9, Grif-

4
»
S

Arthur 2-7 0-0 4, Brooks 1-5 1-1 3. Totals
38-93 28-33 110.
25 28 30

LA, cllppers
23 33 21 27-110
Three-point Goals— LA, Clippers 5-

21 (Green 2-5, Turkoglu s 1-3,
Granger 1 en”

17-100

. Fournier 1-4, Foye
Brooks 0»1‘ Arthur

. i ers 51 (Gr\"ln 12),
Denver 67 (Fa rie 15) Assists—L.A. Clip-
Ders 22 (Paul 7), DeHVEI' 22 (Foye BI’OOkS.
Lawson 5). Total A. Clippes
28, Denve 23, Techmca\s Paul, Arthur,
Faried. A—16,553 (19,155).

w on 3-
1-5, Chandler 17,
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NCAA TOURNAMENT

Davio Becker/AP

New Mexico State’s Sim Bhullar, right, grabs a rebound against

Idaho’s Bira Seck on Saturday.

Bhullar stands in way
for San Diego State

By BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Steve Fisher
cut down the final net in the
NCAA tournament 25 years ago
and reached two other national
championship games, so he knows
about playing deep into March.

He'd like to think his fourth-
seeded San Diego State Aztecs
can advance beyond the opening
weekend this year. To have that
chance, the defensive-minded
Aztecs first will have to get past
an intriguing matchup Thursday
night in Spokane against 13th-
seeded New Mexico State and its
big, big man, 7-foot-5, 355-pound
center Sim Bhullar.

Aztecs forward Winston Shepa-
rd recalls beating Bhullar in high
school.

“All T can really remember is
we had a triple team on him and
we still got dunked on,” Shepard
said Monday.

Was he in on that triple team?

“No, not me. I don’t get dunked
on,” Shepard said.

Have the Aztecs ever played
against someone that big?

“No, I don’t think anybody in
America has,” said Fisher, who
has the Aztecs in the NCAA tour-
nament for the fifth straight year
and seventh time overall since
taking over SDSU’s previously
sad-sack program starting with
the 1999-2000 season. “He’s a big,
big man. Everything about him is
so much better than it was a year
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ago. I believe he’s only a sopho-
more. He will be someone who
will make it difficult on us like he
has on everybody he’s played this
year.”

Fisher says Bhullar “is a force.
He’s a hard guy to maneuver
around, and they throw it to him
early and often in that low post.
They are like us — they have
made more free throws than their
opponents have shot. I can see
why after watching tape on him.”

The biggest opponents the Az-
tecs have played against are Alex
Kirk and Cameron Bairstow of
New Mexico, which beat SDSU
two of three times this season,
including in the Mountain West
Conference tournament champi-
onship game Saturday night.

Bhullar is at least five inches
taller than Bairstow and Kirk,
and 100 pounds heavier.

“It’s going to take a team effort.
Everybody just being in held po-
sition,” forward Josh Davis said.
“The main thing is to just try to
keep it out of the post.”

If Bhullar isn’t enough of a
load, “they have another 6-9,
250-pounder who looks small by
comparison,” Fisher said of Tshi-
lidzi Nephawe, who is 6-10 and
265 pounds.

Bhullar’s average of 10.3 points
is fourth behind Daniel Mullings
(16.8), DK Eldridge (11.5) and
Nephawe (11.1). Bhullar does lead
the Aggies with 7.9 rebounds,
while Nephawe averages 7.8.

New format may force top
seeds to play on the road

Women's coaches critical of NCAA's effort to boost attendance

BY STEVE MEGARGEE
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The
NCAA's drive to boost attendance
for its women’s tournament could
force three No. 1 seeds to go on the
road and beat lower-seeded teams
on their home floor to advance.

Coaches criticized the NCAA’s
decision last summer to allow
schools to host regionals, saying it
could give teams an unfair advan-
tage Their concerns were realized
Monday night with the release of
the NCAA tournament pairings.

Though the NCAA already
has announced it’s going back to
neutral regional sites starting in
2015, teams must live with the
format this year.

Carolayne Henry, chair of the
Division I women’s basketball
committee, said. “We knew there
was a possibility this could hap-
pen” when the NCAA decided to
have schools host regionals this
year.

Defending national champion
Connecticut could meet No. 4 seed
Nebraska at Lincoln in a regional
semifinal. Tennessee, the No. 1
seed in the Louisville Regional,
might end up facing Louisville in
the regional final. South Carolina,
the No. 1 seed in the Stanford Re-
gional, may have to beat Stanford
at Maples Pavilion with a Final
Four berth at stake.

“That’s the way they decided
to do it this year, to have the re-
gionals at home sites of schools,
so we've got to go with it,” Ten-
nessee coach Holly Warlick said.
“We’ve been on the other end.
We’ve hosted regionals (in the
past) and won. ... It’s a big factor.
It’s a big plus for you.”

Louisville, Nebraska, Notre
Dame and Stanford were chosen
in October as host sites. Notre
Dame was the only team from
that group to earn a No. 1 seed.
Tennessee didn’t bid to host a
regional because of a schedul-
ing conflict at Thompson-Boling
Arena. Connecticut coach Geno

‘If we played Baylor at Baylor last year, I'm
not sure we win that game. ?

Coach of defending cha

Jeff Walz
mp Louisville on playing at neutral sites

Auriemma said his school didn’t
bid because he didn’t like the
concept of having schools host
regionals.

“I don’t believe in it,” Auriem-
ma said. “I don’t think it’s fair and
I told our administration, ‘We're
passing on it. I don’t want to do it.”
So we didn’t.”

Louisville coach Jeff Walz also
doesn’t like the idea of host sites
for the regional rounds. Walz
cited Louisville’s 82-81 upset of
top-ranked Baylor in last year’s
Oklahoma City Regional semifi-
nal as evidence.

“I'use us as an example,” Walz
said. “If we played Baylor at Bay-
lor last year, I'm not sure we win
that game ... 'm a big proponent
of playing regionals on neutral
floors and I'm excited that we’re
going to back to.”

The decision to have schools
host regionals was made in an ef-
fort to draw bigger crowds.

Last season, the NCAA posted
an average attendance of 5,883
for all tournament games, a 21
percent increase over 2012. But
the tournament had posted aver-
age attendances of at least 6,400
every year from 1998-2005.

The average attendance for re-
gional rounds last year was 7,100,
a 38-percent increase over 2012
but a far cry from 10 to 15 years
ago. Average attendance in the
regional rounds had been over
8,000 five times in a seven-year
stretch from 1998-2004.

“I think home courts are a real
part of the women’s tournament
as opposed to the men’s tour-
nament,” Stanford coach Tara
VanDerveer said.

But the move creates some po-
tentially odd scenarios.
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Connecticut would have to beat
Nebraska on the Cornhuskers’
home floor in the regional semifi-
nals if both teams win their first
two tournament games. If the
fourth-seeded Huskers get to a
regional final, they could host No.
2 seed Duke or No. 3 seed Texas
A&M.

Louisville, the No. 3 seed in
its own regional, could end up
hosting No. 2 seed West Virginia
in a regional semifinal and top
seed Tennessee in a regional
championship.

Next year, the regionals will be
back at neutral sites.

Auriemma has one idea for
helping those neutral sites draw
big crowds.

“We do have to find, I think,
four cities that are hotbeds or po-
tentially, for women’s basketball
and we’ve got to give them an op-
portunity to host the regionals,
and give it to them for a few years
at a time, instead of just a one-
shot deal,” Auriemma said.

Although the NCAA still plans
to have schools serve as host sites
for the first two rounds of the tour-
nament next year, those schools
won'’t be determined before the
season. The schools chosen as the
top 16 seeds for the tournament
will host first- and second-round
games.

“There will be no drama about
where you’ll be sent,” Notre Dame
coach Muffet McGraw said.
“Then there will be neutral sites
for the regionals. That’s the way
to do it. It’s too hard for the com-
mittee to have to piece it together
and move people around because
of whose hosting and who’s not
hosting. I think it will make their
Jjob so much easier.”
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Stop: Irish
only other
undefeated

FROM BACK PAGE

previous three seasons. Notre
Dame isn’t intimidated by Con-
necticut; the Irish have won seven
of the past nine meetings with the
Huskies.

“It was very unusual to go
through a whole season without
playing them, we’re so used to it,
three times every year,” McGraw
said. “We’ve gotten pretty good
at beating them the last couple of
years.”

Before the potential meeting
of unbeatens, the two might have
to go through SEC powers Ten-
nessee and South Carolina, who
also earned No. 1 seeds. While
it’s the 22nd time that the Lady
Vols have earned a top spot, it’s
the first for the Gamecocks. The
Huskies, Lady Vols and Game-
cocks all could have to play on
an opponent’s home court with a
trip to Nashville on the line. Stan-
ford, Notre Dame, Louisville and
Nebraska, who are all hosting re-
gionals, were a combined 52-3 at
home this season.

The Lady Vols, who won the
SEC tournament championship,
are the top seed in the Louisville
Regional and would also like
nothing more than to break the
tie with Connecticut and win their
ninth NCAA title. They open up
against Northwestern State and
will be trying to end a five-year
drought of not making the Final
Four. The Lady Vols won’t have
an easy path. West Virginia is the
second seed. Host Louisville is
the three seed and Maryland is
the four.

Tennessee was involved in the
only other meeting between un-
beatens. The Lady Vols routed
Liberty in the opener of the 1998
tournament when both were
undefeated.

Like their SEC rivals, South
Carolina doesn’t have an easy
road to the Final Four. The Game-
cocks could face an inspired
young North Carolina team in the
regional semifinals before poten-
tially playing host Stanford.

The Tar Heels and their stellar
freshman class, led by Diamond
Deshields, beat the G: k
in December. The Tar Heels also
could have coach Sylvia Hatchell
back on the sidelines at that point.
The Hall of Famer battled leuke-
mia during the regular season.

While Hatchell’s status is un-
known for the tournament, Bay-
lor will be missing coach Kim
Mulkey for the first game. She
is suspended for the first round
game against Western Kentucky
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for comments she made last sea-
son after losing to Louisville in
the regional semifinals.

“I haven't talked to the team in
depth about me not coaching in
the first game,” Mulkey said. “I'll
watch it on television at home. ...
I always tell the team something
could happen to me on that side-
line and you should be able to
coach yourself.”

Connecticut could have to beat
host Nebraska in the regional
semifinals if both teams make it
that far. The Huskies have made
it to the Final Four in a record
six straight seasons. They hope to
make it to Nashville to keep that
streak alive.

If the Huskies do win the na-
tional championship it would be
the fifth time they went undefeat-
ed in a season. This would be the
first time that they won 40 games,
joining Baylor as the only teams
ever to ish that feat.

‘We’ve gotten pretty
good at beating
them the last couple
of years.”

Muffet McGraw

Notre Dame women'’s basketball
coach on playing Connecticut

The defending national cham-
pions have won games by an av-
erage of 36 points. They open
up at home against Prairie View
A&M on Sunday night. The Lady
Panthers became the ninth team
to reach the NCAA tournament
with a losing record when they
won the Southwestern Confer-
ence championship.

Tennessee will be making its

Jessica HiLL/AP

Connecticut head coach Geno Auriemma and his team have made it to the Final Four in a record six
straight season, and the defending national champions have won games by an average of 36 points.

33rd straight appearance in the
NCAA tournament, getting into
the field ever year. Five teams
will be making their first trip —

Akron, North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Winthrop and Wright State.

While those schools will be
getting their first taste of the

NCAAs, Chattanooga’s Jim Fos-
ter became the first coach to take
four different teams to the NCAA
tournament.
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Games on AFN

Cal Poly vs. Texas Southern

-Sports
11:30 p.m. Wednesday CET
7:30 a.m. Thursday JKT

R

lowa vs. Tennessee
FN-Sports

2 a.m. Thursday CET

10 a.m. Thursday JKT

Ohio State vs. Dayton
AFN-Sports
5 p.m. Thursday CET
1 a.m. Friday JKT

Michigan State vs. Delaware
FN-Pacific
9:30 p.m. Thursday CET
5:30 a.m. Friday JKT

WOFFORD
Sty

Michigan vs. Wofford
AFN-Sports
Midnight Thursday CET
8 a.m. Friday JKT

First-round game
played Tuesday after
edition went to press.

Saint Louis vs. NC State/Xavier
FN-Pacific
Midnight Thursday CET
8 a.m. Friday JKT

N@s

Wisconsin vs. American
AFN-Xtra
5:30 p.m. Thursday CET
1:30 a.m. Friday JKT

Cincinnati vs. Harvard
AFN-Pacific
7 p.m. Thursday CET
3 a.m. Friday JKT

Oklahoma vs. N. Dakota State
AFN-Xtra
12:15 a.m. Friday CET
8:15 a.m. Friday JKT

Louisville vs. Manhattan
FN-Pacific
2:30 a.m. Friday CET
10:30 a.m. Friday JKT

S

Syracuse vs. W. Michigan
FN-Sports
7:30 p.m. Thursday CET
3:30 a.m. Friday JKT

.

Texas vs. Arizona State
FN-Sports
2:30 a.m. Friday CET
10:30 a.m. Friday JKT

5

Oregon vs. BYU
AFN-Xtra
8 p.m. Thursday CET
4 a.m. Friday JKT

San Diego St. vs. N. Mexico St.
AFN-Xtra
2:55 a.m. Friday CET
10:55 a.m. Friday JKT

2014 BASKETBALL
TCURNAMENT
CHAMPION

Stephen F. Austin players celebrate after winning the

Bos Levev/AP

on Saturday in Katy, Texas. The Lumberjacks enter the NCAA tournament on a 28-game winning streak
and are one of only four teams in the field with more than 30 victories. The other three are No. 1 seeds.

X Balanced, posmonless
Lumberjacks are on a roll

By ScHUYLER DIxoN
The Associated Press

Stephen F. Austin stands out among potential
NCAA tournament darlings this March.

Start with a 28-game winning streak, second in
the country behind undefeated and No. 1 seed Wich-
ita State. Then take a look at floppy-haired South-
land Conference player of the year Jacob Parker and
clean-cut sidekick Thomas Walkup, who made sure
the Lumberjacks didn’t miss out on the Big Dance
after a big season for the second straight year.

How about Brad Underwood, a nearly 30-year
veteran in his first season as a Division I head coach
— and now tied for third in wins among Division I
debuts after leading the Lumberjacks (31-2) to the
first 30-win season in Southland history.

“Thirty’s a hard number,” said Underwood, who
went to the NCAA tournament four times in six
years as an assistant at Kansas State. “I don’t care
who you've played. Go beat the worst team in the
country 30 times. You’re probably going to slip up.”

SFA is the 12th seed in the South Region, play-
ing Friday in San Diego against VCU, one of the few
double-digit seeds to reach the Final Four when the
Rams made it to Houston at No. 11 in 2011.

It’s the best seeding for a Southland team since
Karl Malone led Louisiana Tech to the Sweet 16
from the No. 5 spot in 1985. Malone’s team also had
the record for wins in the Southland at 29 before
SFA broke it in the tournament semifinals.

“When coach Underwood got here, he said he
wanted to have everyday guys and since the sum-
mer we've been putting in work,” said Parker, who
was the leading scorer until guard Desmond Hay-
mon slipped by him during the Southland tourna-
ment. “We’re having a blast this year. We love the
staff, love the team. It’s just enjoyable every single

The Lumberjacks are the talk of Nacogdoches,
a college town in the piney woods of East Texas
that’s also the hometown of U.S. soccer star Clint
Dempsey. The buzz has been building since Novem-
ber — the last time SFA lost.

The 66-58 defeat at East Tennessee State on Nov.
23 came about a week after the Lumberjacks were
even with NCAA qualifier Texas late in what ended
up being a 10-point loss.

Since those two losses in three games, SFA has
beaten everybody with a motion offense that has
five players averaging at least 9.6 points per game
and an active man-to-man defense that is among
the national leaders in turnover margin. The Lum-
berjacks have a 33-game home winning streak, tied

Did you know

Stephen F. Austin has five
players who averaged 9.6 points
or more per game, and all five
hit 35 percent or more of their
three-point attempts.

SOURCE: CBSSports.com

with Duke for the longest in the nation.

“We're positionless other than really our point
guard,” Underwood said. “The more we got into our
year, it just created mismatch problems. Our guys
became confident in it and we shoot it from every
spot and we’re a very, very good passing team. So it
became a great fit.”

Underwood gives a lot of credit to Haymon, a
senior who remembered the looks on the faces of
those whose last chance to go the NCAA tournament
ended with a 68-66 loss to Northwestern State in the
Southland title game a year ago, when the Lumber-
Jjacks finished 27-5.

Haymon scored 27 points to help hold off the
Demons in the semifinals this year. Walkup took
charge in the title game, scoring 19 points and 8-for-
10 shooting.

“We didn’t want to leave here two years in a row
feeling the same way,” Haymon said. “We had great
leadership from everyone, and we are going to run
with it.”

Winning isn’t new at SFA. Parker just had his
third 20-win season in three years on campus, and
the Lumberjacks are making their second NCAA
trip five years after the first. It’s not even the first
31-win season. SFA went 31-3 and finished third at
the NAIA national tournament in 1971-72.

But winning like this is new. Pundits were in-
stantly picking a win for the Lumberjacks when the
bracket came out Sunday, something it’s safe to say
didn’t happen when they were a No. 14 seed and lost
to Syracuse 59-44 in the first round in 2009.

“I dream big,” said Underwood, who has used the
dream theme with his team all season. “Why put
limitations on where we could go? I waited a long
time to become a head coach. I've dreamed big my
whole life. When you stop dreaming, you put limits
on yourself.”

It didn’t take long for Underwood to get his Lum-
berjacks to believe.
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Maturing Zanna key
to Pittshurgh’s fate

By NATE BARNES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh’s
chances of ending its NCAA tour-
nament disappointments will de-
pend largely on the long arms and
quick feet of center Talib Zanna.

It’s a position the senior from
Kaduna, Nigeria is finally com-
fortable with after years of strug-
gling to play with confidence or
consistency.

Zanna was named to the All-At-
lantic Coast Conference tourna-
ment first team after averaging
17 points and 13 rebounds during
the Panthers’ three-game run to
the semifinals.

It was the kind of head-turning
performance that will certainly
make eighth-seeded Colorado
(23-11) take notice when they face
the ninth-seeded Panthers (25-9)
in the second round on Thursday
in Orlando, Fla..

“He’s aleader, he’s a senior, and
when you see him going, it just
gets the ball rolling,” Pitt senior
forward Lamar Patterson said.
“Everything was clicking.”

All part of the plan for Pitt,
which was basically a .500 team
after losing emotional sparkplug
Durand Johnson for the season
with a knee injury in mid-Janu-
ary. Pitt’s postseason prospects
appeared to be in jeopardy head-
ing into the ACC tournament only
to see them solidified by Zanna’s
dynamic play.

Zanna set the tone for his team
Thursday when he had 17 points
and nine rebounds against Wake
Forest in the Panthers’ opening
game.

After rolling the Demon Dea-
cons, the fifth-seeded Panthers
upset the fourth-seeded North
Carolina on the back of an in-
spired performance by Zanna.

He dominated North Carolina’s
talented frontcourt featuring
James Michael McAdoo, Ken-
nedy Meeks and Brice Johnson,
with 19 points and 21 rebounds in
34 minutes before fouling out.

Zanna said “we made our
statement” as the Panthers beat
a ranked team for the first time
this season.

Even in defeat, Zanna was one
of the best players on the court.
He scored 12 points in the first
half of the semifinals against
Virginia but finished with 15 as
the Cavaliers found ways to neu-
tralize him with added pressure
via double teams. Despite fall-
ing short of the ACC title game,
Zanna thinks Pitt accomplished
something in Greensboro.

“We needed a couple wins to
have a better seed for the NCAA
tournament,” Zanna said. “We
are the ninth seed right now and
we cannot worry about it.”

From coach Jamie Dixon’s per-
spective, Zanna’s play had a lot to
do with health after dealing with
a twisted ankle for the latter part
of the season. Zanna certainly
looked healthy while playing like
one of the better big men in the
country.

“We have been playing our best
basketball this year at this point,”
Dixon said. “Talib seems healthy
and Lamar is doing well.”

Zanna’s attitude remains un-
changed heading into the tour-
nament. If the Panthers win

George Washington

By Josepn WHITE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — First, Mike
Krzyzewski takes a shot at George
Washington’s conference. Then
the NCAA mis-
takenly puts
the logo for
crosstown rival
Georgetown on
T-shirts for sale
on the tourna-
ment website.

By George, what do the Colo-
nials have to do for respect?

True, it’s been a while since
there was Selection Sunday joy
at the Smith Center. GW (24-8) is
back in the NCAAs for the first
time since 2007, earning a No. 9
seed in the East and a meeting
with eighth-seeded Memphis on
Friday in Raleigh, N.C.

“It was definitely an uphill bat-
tle, coming in here, building the
program back up,” said senior Isa-
iah Armwood, playing his second
season at GW after transferring
from Villanova. “But it was well
worth it.”

The Colonials were one of six
Atlantic 10 teams to get a nod, and

that’s the first point of contention.
Duke’s Krzyzewski, concerned
that his Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence might not get its fair share,
implied before the field was an-
nounced that a half-dozen A-10s
sounded a bit generous.

“I’ll get in trouble probably for
saying it,” Krzyzewski said. “Like
the Atlantic 10, they’re a really
good conference. I hear people
saying there are six teamsin there.
Come on. I mean, they’re good, but
put them in our conference and go
through the meat grinder that our
conference has to go through.”

GW coach Mike Lonergan re-
sponded: “I'm really happy for our
conference having six teams go,
no matter what Coach K and peo-
ple say. I appreciate their loyalty to
their own conference, but the facts
speak for themselves. This league
was terrific this year.”

The cold hard facts: The ACC
and A-10 went 8-8 against each
other this season. Both got six
teams in the tournament. GW,
by the way, was 2-0, taking down
Miami and Maryland.

Speaking of the Terrapins,
they’re not in the NCAA tourna-
ment and neither is Georgetown.

Bos LevERONE/AP

Pittsburgh’s Talib Zanna shoots over Virginia’s Anthony Gill during their
ACC tournament semifinal game on Saturday in Greensboro, N.C.

Thursday, they will likely face
No. 1 overall seed Florida on
Saturday.

For Pitt to have a shot at win-
ning more than one game in this
year’s tournament — something
the Panthers haven’t done since
2009 — Zanna will not only have
to continue to elevate his game
but set the bar for the rest of his

looking for respect

It’s only the third time in more
than 50 years (1993, 2005) that
GW is dancing while the two be-
hemoths in the area are not, mak-
ing it all the more surreal that the
NCAA should have the wrong logo
— a gray “G” in place of a buff-
and-blue “GW” — on some of the
“March Madness Men’s Basket-
ball Championship” T-shirts on the
organization’s website Monday.

Still, if anyone knows how to use
such slights, it’s Lonergan. At the
selection show party, he was still
recovering from the loss to Vir-
ginia Commonwealth in the semi-
finals of the A-10 tournament.

“I lost my voice,” he told the
crowd. “I'mstill trying to get those
refs to call traveling on VCU.”

Lonergan won a Division IIT
national championship at Catholic
in 2001 and took Vermont to four
postseason tournaments. He went
10-21 and 13-17 at GW before this
season’s turnaround.

For another redemptive story,
there’s GW graduate student Mau-
rice Creek, who left Indiana with
a degree and a long medical rap
sheet: dislocated left kneecap,
stress fracture in right kneecap,
torn left Achilles tendon.

team.

“I think the seed doesn’t matter
because a couple years back, a lot
of (Pitt) teams had a No. 1 seed
and in the first round they went
down,” Zanna said. “It’s who has
the heart to come out and domi-
nate and play like they want it so
bad, so that’s the people who (are)
going to win the tournament.”

But he still had eligibility
left, so he enrolled in GW’s
Graduate
School of
Educa-
tion and
Human
Develop-
ment  and
this season
hit the shot
that beat
Maryland.

“With all the
injuries that he’s
gone through, he
has a testimony for any
athlete — professional,
student-athletes, any ath-
lete,” said Pammy Mor-
gan, Creek’s mother.
“Everybody said that
he was washed up, that
he was never going to
play again. Look at
what he’s doing. ... He
finally gets to dance.
He actually gets out
there and on his own
two feet, on his own
Achilles, on his
own knees, and he
gets to dance.”

VCU’s Smart
defends A-10’s
qualifications

By Hank Kurz Jr.
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — Shaka
Smart isn’t amused by people tak-
ing shots at the strength of the At-
lantic 10 Conference.

The Virginia Commonwealth
coach said on Monday the A-10
needs to apologize to no one for
getting six teams in the NCAA
tournament, including five at-
large bids, because they all earned
the right to be included.

The Rams (26-8), who lost in the
title game to Saint Joseph’s, got an
at-large bid along with other A-
10 schools: Massachusetts (24-8),
Saint Louis (26-6), George Wash-
ington (24-8) and Dayton (23-10).

On Saturday, after Duke beat
North Carolina State in the ACC
semifinals, Blue Devils coach
Mike Krzyzewksi said he thought
the Wolfpack deserved an at-large
berth ahead of an A-10 team.

“T’ll get in trouble probably for
saying it. (I) like the Atlantic 10,
they’re a really good conference,”
Coach K said. “I hear people say-
ing there are six teams in there.
Come on. I mean, they’re good, but
put them in our conference and go
through the meat grinder that our
conference has to go through.”

Smart said he sees no point in
comparing leagues in discussing
tournament viability. He added a
coach lobbying for his league is
one thing, but taking pot-shots at
another league “is low-level.”

“You kind of want to stand up
for your league,” he said. “... Let’s
just have a level of respect for each
other and let’s respect the nine
people on the selection committee
and the work they put into to pick-
ing the 68 teams.”

George
Washington’s
Maurice Creek
celebrates in
the Atlantic 10
tournament.

SETH
Wenig/AP



Wednesday, March 19, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SESRREEIEA]

Pace 31

NCAA TOURNAMENT

10 things to know about this year’s field

BY DAVE SKRETTA
The Associated Press

The posturing and politicking is
finished. The field has been cho-
sen, the bracket has been set and
the madness of March has finally
arrived in college basketball.

Having trouble making sense
of it all? No problem. Here are 10
things you should know about this
year’s NCAA tournament:

First Four: The NCAA
tournament hasn’t started
on Thursday for years, but
there may be more inter-
est than ever in the four “First
Four” games played Tuesday and
‘Wednesday in Dayton, Ohio. Sure,
Albany and Mount St. Mary’s are
probably playing for a chance to
be whipped by overall No. 1 seed
Florida, and the winner of Cal
Poly-Texas Southern will have
to face unbeaten Wichita State.
But the other two games feature
some notable names: Iowa and
Tennessee are vying to be the No.
11 seed and North Carolina State
and Xavier will battle to be the
No. 12 seed in the South Region.

“It didn’t matter what seed or
‘where we were going, I'm just ex-
cited for the opportunity,” said the
Hawkeyes’ Aaron White. “We're
in. That’s all you can ask for.”

Last four: The drama of
Selection Sunday often
centers on the teams that
were left out, and this year
was no different. SMU didn’t have
consecutive losses until ending
the regular season with defeats
to Louisville and Memphis, but a
loss to Houston in its AAC tour-
nament opener bumped the Mus-
tangs from the NCAA tournament
to the NIT. Florida State, Green
Bay and Georgetown were also
left hanging when the final teams
were placed in the bracket.
Region to watch: Even
coaches who landed in
other regions pointed to
the Midwest as the most
brutal road to the Final Four in
Arlington, Texas. Along with the
top-seeded Shockers, you have
two of the hottest teams in the
country in Louisville and Michi-
gan — who played in last year’s
national title game — and pe-
rennial powerhouses Duke and
Kentucky.

“You can analyze it a lot of
different ways,” said Kansas
State coach Bruce Weber, whose
team will face Kentucky in the
8-9 matchup on Friday in St.
Louis. “We’re going to have to
play and it doesn’t matter who
you play. You've got to play good
basketball.”

Beware the 12 seeds:

Just about every year, it

seems a No. 12 seed rises

up to knock off a No. 5
seed. Three of them did it last
year in Oregon, Mississippi and
California. And each of the 12-5
games in this year’s tournament
offers reason to be wary. Ste-
phen F. Austin, which plays VCU,
hasn’t lost since November. North
Dakota State heads into its game
against Oklahoma featuring a
dynamic playmaker in Taylor
Braun. The winner of North Car-

AP photos

Above: Tulsa’s Tim Peete, left, and Barrett Hunter, right, celebrate with the Conference USA trophy as
coach Danny Manning, background, claps after their 69-60 win over Louisiana Tech on Saturday. Could
Tulsa be this year’s “Cinderella”? As a player, Manning led Kansas to the 1988 national championship.

Below: Cal Poly, left, and North Carolina Central, right, are

olina State-Xavier will have some
momentum heading into a game
against No. 5 seed Saint Louis.
And Ivy League champ Harvard
has won eight straight as it pre-
pares to face Cincinnati.

to the NCAA

If the shoe fits: Sure, the
notion of a “Cinderella”
has become cliché, but it’s
also one of the endearing
elements of the NCAA tourna-
ment. So is there a team seeded
lower than 12 that has a chance
to make some noise? How about
Tulsa, led by Danny Manning, in
its opener against UCLA? After
all, they called his 1988 champi-
onship Kansas team “Danny and
the Miracles” for a reason. And
don’t forget the Golden Hurri-
cane upset the Bruins in the first
round of the 1994 tournament.
“UCLAisavery talented team,”
Manning said. “They ended up
winning the (Pac-12) tourna-
ment title. They played very well
in that game and they’ve got re-
ally good players that I've seen
and watched for a very long time.
We’ve got our hands full, but T
like the matchup.”
Potential rematches: The
NCAA selection does its
best to make sure teams
that faced each other in
the regular season, such as con-

ference rivals, don’t meet early in
the NCAA tournament. But that
doesn’t mean there aren’t some
tasty potential rematches. Kansas
could face New Mexico, a team
it beat in December, if both win

their openers in the South region.
Saint Joseph’s could get a chance
to avenge a 30-point whipping by
No. 2 seed Villanova in the third
round, and fifth-seeded Saint
Louis could get another crack at
Wichita State in the Sweet 16.
Blue bloods: There are
14 schools that have won
multiple NCAA champion-
ships. All but two of them
— Indiana and San Francisco —
are in this year’s field. The list is
topped by UCLA, the fourth seed
in the South, with its 11 national
titles. The Bruins are joined there
by No. 1 seed Florida and second-
seeded Kansas. Oklahoma State
won its titles as Oklahoma A&M,
and is the No. 9 seed in the West.
Cincinnati, UConn, North Caroli-
na and Michigan State inhabit the
East, and Duke, Kentucky and
North Carolina State reside in the
Midwest.
Newcomers: There are
two newcomers to this
year’s party, Cal Poly and
North Carolina Central.
Cal Poly got in despite its 13-19
record when reserve guard Ridge
Shipley hit a three-pointer with
13.7 seconds left for a 61-59 vic-
tory over Cal State Northridge in
the Big West title game, and NC
Central punched its ticket in only
its seventh season in Division I by
beating Morgan State 71-62 in the
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
title game.

“It’s a testament to what these
guys do — emotional stamina and
mental toughness,” said Cal Poly’s
Chris Eversley. “It started with
the coaching staff and the guys
we brought in — guys that were
willing to buy into our program
both offensively and defensively.”

Odds: It was no surprise
that Florida was installed
as the early favorite to win
the national championship
by the Las Vegas casinos. Several
that put out lines immediately
after the bracket was revealed
had the Gators at 4-1. Michigan
State, Arizona and Kansas were
in the next tier of favorites, fol-
lowed by a group that included
Wichita State, Virginia, Duke,
Syracuse and Louisville.

Home cooking:
Several teams are
going to feel right at
home for their open-

ing games of the tournament.
And several teams are going to
feel like it’s a road game. Flor-
ida plays the Albany-Mount St.
Mary’s winner in Orlando, and
UCLA takes on Stephen F. Aus-
tin in San Diego. Syracuse heads
down the road to Buffalo for its
game against Western Michigan.
Baylor will face Nebraska in San
Antonio, Wisconsin plays Ameri-
can in Milwaukee, and Duke will
open against Mercer in Raleigh,
N.C.

“We’re just excited to be in the
tournament, first of all, and then
being a 2 seed in Milwaukee, I
mean, it’s going to be playing
close to home, just means you did
something good this year,” said
the Badgers’ Josh Gasser. “You
get rewarded for what you've

one.”



STARS AND STRIPES Wednesday, March 19,2014 ot

SPORTS

‘Blessed to be back’

Pearl hired to revive struggling
Tigers program | Page 25
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NCAA WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT

C icut’s Kaleena M

la-Lewis, left, drives past Louisville’s Shoni

Athletic Ce

during the

in the NCAA tournament and is six wins away from another perfect season and a record ninth NCAA championship.

Can anyone stop Gonnecticut?

Irish, Vols, Gamecocks challenging

CHuck BurTon/AP

Notre Dame’s Kayla McBride, Ariel Braker
and Natalie Achonwa celebrate during the
ACC tournament semifinals. The Irish, who
drew a No. 1 seed for the NCAA tournament,
went undefeated in the regular season.

unbeaten Huskies’

By Douc FEINBERG
The Associated Press

Geno Auriemma and his UConn Huskies
have run through their opponents all season.

Few teams have been able to challenge the
Hall of Fame coach and the Huskies, who
have gone 34-0 while winning by an average
of 36 points.

But now is when it matters. Auriemma
has always considered a season’s success on
winning championships, instilling that in his
teams. Six more victories would cap off an-
other perfect season and give the Huskies a
record ninth NCAA championship.

“We know what we want to do,” UConn soph-
omore star Breanna Stewart said. “We know

bid for ninth title

that this is the best time for basketball and it’s
the most important time for basketball, but we
keep it to ourself most of the time.”

For that to happen, Stewart and the Huskies
may have to beat longtime rival Notre Dame.
The Irish also finished the regular season
unbeaten and have felt almost unappreciated
with most of the talk centered on the Huskies
despite being the 13th women’s team to go un-
defeated in the regular season.

“I like it because we can get a chip on our
shoulder and head into the tournament with a
bit of chip,” she said.

Even though UConn and Notre Dame didn’t
play this season, the two teams know plenty
about each other having met 12 times over the

SEE STOP ON PAGE 28
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Jessica HiLL/AP

ip game. UConn drew the No. 1 seed

Joun Bazemore/AP

Tennessee’s Jordan Reynolds,
left, and Isabelle Harrison

Jason GETZ/AP

Somh Carolina guard Khadijah

Sessions

10 things you should know about
this year's men’s field | Page 31
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